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ADDRESS to the POOR, 


DEIN deſired to diſtribute a Le- 
D gary of One Hundred * Pounds 


amongſt the Poor of my pariſh, I took 


that favourable opportunity of calling 
them together, in order to impart to them 
ſome proper Inſtructions z which, as they 
were well received, I have made public 
(with ſome additions) for their conſtant 
uſe, and alſo for the ſervice and comfort 
of the Poor in general; hoping that this 


Treatiſe may come into the hands of ſe- 


veral of them by the kind aſſiſtance of 
thoſe, who perform the duty of Chriſtian 


Charity in its full extent, or are concerned 


„ for the welfare of the ſouls, as well as 


bodies of the Poor; amongſt whom will 


be found many, whoſe ſpiritual wants are 


} 
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as great as their bodily neceſſities ; and 


more particularly amongſt ſuch of them 
as forget to a mble themſelves tegetber for 


public W orthip - Which neglect makes 
this kind of application more neceſſary. 
Others, though not reduced to Poverty, 
may receive ſome advantage from the Di- 
rections here offered; and many of the 
Obſervations from Scripture, which de- 
_ clare Gop's Gocareſs to the Poor, do alſo 
remind thoſe of their duty, who have it 
in their power 7 do goed. 
As this will be a proper preſent to all 
Poor. Families, (and very ſuitable to be 
given along with other Charities) ſo will 
it be of uſe to all Hoſpitals, Infirmaries, 
and Workhouſes ; and more particu- 


, larly to all Charity Schools, in order to in- 


ſtill a due ſenſe of duty into the minds 
of the riſing generation; and thereby 
prevent vicious habits; which when once 


_ contracted, are not removed without 


great difficulty, So that the ſureſt way 


of advancing the cauſe of virtue and re- / 


ligion muſt be by carefully inſtrufing 
thoſe who are young; or raining them 
up in the way they ſhould go. 

At a time when Religion is too much 
neglected by many, amongit all * 
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 Appaess to the PO 23 Wy 


of men, I ſhould be glad if my weak en- 
deavours might be ot any ſer vice in pro- 
moting it amongſt the lower rank of my 
Chriſtian Brethren, and thereby advanc- 
ing their eternal well-being. 


The deſign of the enſuing diſcourſe · is 


to keep your minds from being roo much 


depreſſed by your preſent low condition, 


ſo as to forget Gop's Goodneſs and Love 
to you, and the great privileges you 


are entitled to by the Goſpel ; to put you 
in mind of the dignity of your nature; 
that your ſouls were created in the 1 


and ſimilitude of Gop; and that he bath 
| | promiſed to cron you, as well as others, 


with eternal glory and honour, if ye are 
careful to ſerve and pleaſe him. And I 


hope the advice here given may be found 
to be a werd in ſeaſon t to him that is weary, 


Iſa. 1. 4. or tend to promote your preſent 


peace and conſolation ; which can be 


founded on nothing elſe but a true belief 
of the goſpel, and a ſuitable practice. 
And though the Lord give you for . 


ſhort time the bread of adverſity, and 


[ = of affliction, Iſaiah xxx. 20. yet the 


and well- grounded hopes of an 
rope ting Inheritance in Heaven will 


| make your paſſage through this world 
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much more tolerable and eaſy, than othef- 
_ wiſe it would be. As J have mentioned 


ſeveral things for your comſort and en- 
cCouragement, ſo neither have J omitted 


to put you in mind of the neceſſity of do- 
ing your duty; giving you a caution 


againſt ſome ſins your condition makes | 
you more liable to. I have endeavoured 


to expreſs myſelf in a plain manner, to. 


make the advice more uſeful; and 


quoted ſeveral paſſages from Scripture 
ſuitable to the ſubject; ; that you may be 
the more ſenſible how greatly the Word 
of God tends to your comfort; and be 
invited thereby to be diligent in acquaint 
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neſs for the Poor. 


O D's Grrdref to the children of 
men is abundantly evident from 


ence which they have of it: 
this are owing all the Mleftings 


* 


they enjoy, and it is this perfection which ren- 


ders Go the object of our Ive, our praiſe, 


and adoration. The holy Scriptures have de- 
clared this important truth to us in the clear- 
eff terms; The earth (we are aftured) is 
full of the goodneſs of the Lord,” Pal. 3 7 
"6-9 He 1s good to all, and his tender mer- 
_ cies are over all his works,” P/alm cxlv. g. 
„ His goodneſs endureth continually,“ Pal. 
Iii. 1. He daily loadeth us with his benefits,” 
Pfl. Ixviii. 19.—* God is love,” fays St Jobn, 
I Epiſt. iv. 8. To do good, ” which is the 
neceſſary conſequence o! love, muit therefore 


be eſſential to his nature: and as there can be 
no defect in the ſupreme Being, our reaſon 
will inform us, that Gop mult be poſſeſſed of 


this valuable excellency | in the higheſt degree, 
or be infinite in goodneſs. He created the 


world, not fo much to diſplay his power, as 


to manifeſt his goodneſs ; the communicating 
| happineſs to his creatures, ſeems to have been 


the moving cauſe tc this great work; ſo that 


8 TNnſtruflions for the PooR, 
they were all originally defigned to partake of 


bis divine goodneſs, though in different de- 
grees. And the author of the book of Wiſdom 


argues very juſtly, when he ſays, — ** Thou, 


O Lord, loveſt all things that are, and abhor- 


et nothing that thou: haſt made; for never 
wouldſt thou have made any thing if thou = 


 hadſt hated it,” chad xi. 24. . 
Nay, Gop is kind to“ the anthankful and 
to the evil,” Luke vi. 35. he maketh © his 
ſun to riſe on the evil and on the good,” Matt. 
v. 45. ſo that the wicked who are his enemies, 
do yet partake in many inſtances of the over- 
flowings of his bounty. But my defign leads 
me to \ ſpeak more particularly of his Joving- _ 
- kindne(s to the Poor.“ He hath prepared of 
his goodneſs for the Poor;” which words, tho? 


they relate to the extraordinary care which 


God took of the Ifraelites, when they travel- 
led through the barren wilderneſs, may never- 
theleſs be underſtood in a general ſenſe, and 

be applied to the caſe of the Poor at all times. 


And as ſome of them, by reaſon of their diſ- 


: treſſed condition, may perhaps call in queſtion 
| Govp's general goodneſs ; and by this means 
become uneaſy in their minds, or leſs careful 
in their duty, and be led to murmur and re- 
pine, as thinking themſelves overlooked by 
divine providencs 4 J ſhall in my following 
diſcourſe, p 
Fir/t, Shew the certainty of Ged's Gordneſs 

to the Poor, as it relates both to this life 
and the next; and offer ſome arguments 55 
for their preſent « comfort. 


\ 


miſes, and ſevere threatnings. 


Inſtructions for the Poor. 9 
Secondly, Obſerve how much it is their duty 
and intereſt to ſerve and pleaſe Gop; 

and how dangerous a thing it will be to 
de guilty of a neglect in this great affairt 
Firſt then, concerning Go Þ's goodneſs, or 


love to the Poor in this life. As an evident 
manifeſtation of this truth, I ſhall mention a 
few of the many expreſs declarations in Scrip- 
ture to this purpoſe ; we find that Go p hath 
there ſtrictly enjoined the duty of Charity (or 
doing good) upon all, who have it in their 


power, and enforced it by many inviting pro- 
As, © the Poor ſhall never ceaſe out of the 
land, therefore I command thee, - faith the 
Lord, that thou ſhalt open thy hand wide 


unto thy brother, to thy poor, ind to thy 
needy in the land; thou ſhalt ſurely give 
him, and thy heart ſhall not be grieved,” 


Deut. xv. 7, &c. Lev. xxv. 35, &c.— With- 


bold not good, ſays King Solomon, from 
them to whom it is due, when it is in tage 
power of thy hand to do it,“ Prov. iii. 27. — 
Hence we lee, that doing good is not a matter 
of indifferency, or a pure act of generoſity, 
vhich perſons may chuſe whether they will 
perform or no ;— but by the law of Go it 
is made a debt; which thoſe, who are able, 


muſt carefully diſcharge; and they are to look 


out for proper objects to whom it is moſt due, 


—ſo that a wilful neglect of this duty becomes 


a piece of injuſtice; and the Rich are upon 
this account to be conſidered as GoD's te- 


10 Iuſtructions for the Po ox. 
ard, and the more they are entruſted with, 
the more they have to be accountable for. 


Charity, or a due regard for the Poor, is 
made a neceſſary and eſſential duty of .the 


goſpel. Charge them that are rich in this 
world (fays St Paul) that they do good, that 
they be rich in good works, ready to diſtribute, 
willing to communicate, laying up for them 
ſelves a good foundation againſt the time to 


52 


come,” 1 Tim. vi. 17, 18. “ to do good, and 


to communicate, forget not, for with ſuch 


ſacrifices Gop is well pleaſ-d,” Heb.xiii.16.— 


And this duty 1 is made the proper trial of our 


love of GO D. 4 — whoſo hath this world's 
good, and ſeeth his brother have need, and 


utteth up his bowels of compaſſion from him, 


how dwelleth the love of Gop in him?” 1 John 


iii. 17.— But there is no argument of ſo great 
weight to enforce this duty, and let the Poar 


ſee how great a regard Gop has for them; as 


ſeriouſly to conſider, that our Saviour bath 


made the Poor his repreſentatives ; or acknow- 


| ledges what is given to them, as given to him 
Af, — I was an hungered, fays he to the 

charitable, and ye gave me meat; I was thirſ- 
ty, and ye gave me drink; naked, and ye 


cloathed me:“ declaring. that**inaſmuch as the 


had done it unto one of the leaſt of his bre- 


thren in diſtreſs, they had done it to himſelf,” 


Matt xxv. 35, Sc. And that the condition 
of the Por might not be carelefly overlooked, 


he encourages perſons to acts of charity with 


the promites of eternal life; but denounces _ 


everlaſting g Skai 5 gainſt the uncharitable. 
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Inſtruttions for the Poor. 11 
. Goy' s goodneſs to the Poor evidently 


ops by the promiſe of ſeveral temporal 
bleſſings to thoſe that do good. 54* He that hath 


pity on the Poor, lendeth unto the Lord; and 


that which he hath given will he pay him 
again,“ Prov. xix. 17. op is pleaſed to de- 
clare that he ſtands accouritable for that which 
is beſtowed upon the Poor; fo chat perſons 
by this means make, as it were. God himſelf 
their debtor ; they lend their money to = 
greateſt advantage, and higheſt intereſt ; 
they have the promites of 07 s life, beſides a a 
full affurance of being rewarded with «ternal 
good things in heaven. God hath promifcd” 
to bleſs the charitable in „ all their works, 
and in all they put their hand unto,” Deut. 
xv. io —* The liber A foul ſhall be made fat,” | 
Prov. xi. 25.— He that giveth unto the poor 
ſhall not lack,” Prov, xxviil 27.— — Give, ſays 
our Saviour, and it ſhall be given unto you,” 
Luke vi. 38. Riches are reprstented by King 
Salomon, as making themſelves 1w:ngs, and 
hing away from the poſſeſſors of them, 'P rov. 
xxlii. 5, now by works of charity they may 
obtain of GOD what we may propeiiy. call a 
heavenly inſurance; it'i- the belt way they can 
take to ſecure the Poſſeſſion for themſclves, 
and perpetuate it to their poſt: THY. King 


David had never met with an inſtance where 
the righteous was forſaken, or bis leed 
begging their bread; he is ever merciful and 


lendeth, and his Get ? is bleſt ed,” Pal. xxxvil. 
25, 26, By the righteous, in this and many 
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other places of Scripture, is particularly meant 
the charitable and merciful. 


Mauy other bleſſings are promiſed, in or- 
der to invite perſons to de good; as health and 


_ proſperity to ſuch as © deal their bread to the 
hungry, cover the naked with a garment, and 
ſatisfy the afflicted foul,” Ja. lviii. 7, &c. 
HgBleſſed is he that conſidereth the poor, the _ 
Lord will deliver him in the time of trouble, 
comfort him upon the bed of languiſhing, and 


make all his bed in his ſickneſs,” P/al. xli. 1, 


&c. thus will he find ſupport when he has the 
moſt occaſion for it; and the . bleſſing of 
him that was ready to periſh ſhall come upon 


him,” Fob ix. 13. 1 
From what has been obſerved, we ſee, that 


| Gop has committed the Poor to the care of 
' thoſe, who have more plenty of worldly good 
things. And if at any time they ſuffer great 


hardſhips by reaſon of their poverty; this is 


not to be imputed to want of goodneſs in Gop 


(who has provided enough to ſatisfy the deſire 
of every living thing :) but the complaint lies 


_ againſt his /ewards, who wropgfully withhold 


what is due to others; or forget to communi- 


cate out of their abundance to thoſe, whom 
providence has charged upon them. FIN 


3. Go bas manifeſted his goodneſs, or 


love to the Poor, by the many gracious pro- 


miles which he has expreſ-ly made to them in 


his holy word; and by the ſeveral benefits 


they receive at his hands. 


The Scripture repreſents Gop as the“ de- 


llverer of the poor and needy, and him that 
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| hath no helper,” P/al. Ixxii, 12. a © ftrength 
to them in their diſtreſs, a refuge from the 
ſtorm, a ſhadow from the heat,” I/. xxv. 4. 
c as a Father of the fatherleſs, P/al. Ixviii. 
5. a a comforter of thoſe that are caſt down,” 
2 Cor. vii. 6, —as © caring for the poor and 
| needy,” P/al. xl. 17. “ hearing their deſire,” 
 Pjal: x. 17, and © ſtanding at their right hand 
to fave them, Pſal. cix. 31. filling the 
hungry ſoul with goodneſs,” Pſalm cvii. 9. 
and * ſatisfying the poor with bread,” Pſalm 
cxxxii. 15. — And the better to vreſerve the 
Poor from contempt and violence, we are told, 
«that he who oppreſleth, or mocketh the poor, 
reproacheth his Maker,” Prov. xiv. 31. xvii. 
5, or aftronts GoD, who hath promiſed to 
take the Poor under his divine proteQtion. — 
And their complaints under oppreſſion ſhall 
enter into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth,” 
James v. 4. —he will hear their cry, and will 
help them; and be has threatned to viſit with 
his judgments thoſe, who “ oppreſs the hire- 
ling in his wages, the widow, and the father- 
lets,” Mal. iii. 5.— Theſe, and many other 
paſſages of the like nature, may give ſufficient _ 
aſſurance to the Poor, that GoD is their 
powerful friend and protector, their kind bene- 
factor and gracious father. 

I' bey partake allo of many real bleſſings 
in common with others: as Gop of his good- 
neſs created all things, ſo docs he ſtill uphold, 
or preſerve them, by < the word of his 

power, Heb. i. 3. in him „ we all live and 
move, and haye our being,” As xvii. 28, It 
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is he who giveth rain from heaven, and fruit- 


ful ſeaſons, thereby filling our hearts with 
gladneſs,“ Acts xiv. 17. and crowneth the 


year with his goodneſs,” P/alm Ixv. 11. — of 
his bounty in theſe reſpects the Poor are parta- 


kers as well as others. — Thus then your crea- 
tion, Preſervation, and neceſſary ſupplies of 


your lives, are owing to the goodneſs of the 


Lord; and though you have not plenty of all 
| things to enjoy, yet; through the divine love, 
you have generally „ food to eat, and rai- 
ment to put on;“ and there are none in ſo 


low and miſerable a condition but have reaſon 


to look upon Gop as their benefactor, for ſe- 
veral good things they conftantly receive at 


his hands, and for preſerving them from Var 


rious dangers and calamities. 


4. 50D has ſhewed his goodneſs to the Pave, 


not only by his poſitive commands in Scripture, 
| but allo by forming human nature in ſuch a 


manner, as to diſpoſe it to contribute to their 
relief. — Benevolence and compaſſion ſeem evi- 


dently the natural offspring of the human 
mind, whereby it is inclined to have regard to, 
and in ſome meaſure feel, what happens to 
the afflicted; taking a ſecret ſatisfaction in 
leſſening their misfortunes, and contributing 
to their happineſs, And this virtue will ſhine 
forth in the ſoul, unleſs it be blinded by ſelf- 


intereſt, ſunk by groſs indolence, or corrupt- 
ed by vicious habits, — The pleaſure which 


naturally attends doing good, was providen- 
tially deſigned to excite perſons to it; and 


there can ſcarce be any g greater denen to a rea- 5 
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ſonable mind, than (as a pious author expreſ- 


1 _ es ” 1631: To enter into a family as an an- 


& gel of peace, and to leave thoſe in acts of 
<« praiſe and thankfulneſs, whom we once! 
© plunged in mourning and deſolation.” 
The charitable muſt be conſidered as in- 
ſtruments in Go p's hand for diſpenſing his 
favours and bounty to the Povr : He work 
eth in them both to will and to do of his 
good pleaſure,” and diſpoſes them to good 
works : ſo that the poor have often been re- 
lieved by the unexpected bounty of perſons, _ 
whom Go by his divine influence has excited 
to ſuch charitable actions. And it muſt be 
acknowledged in favour of the preſent age, 
that many are inclined to do good, or are ready 


55 o diſtribute to the neceſſity of their poor diſtreſs- 


ed brethren; as is evident, not only by the 
ſeveral charitable benefactions of a private na- 


ture, but alſo by that prevailing diſpoſition of 


erecting Charity Schools, and public Heſpitals; 
by which means proper care is taken both of 
the ſouls and bodies of the Poor. This muſt 
be a comfortable reflection to perſons in diſ- 
treſs, to conſider, that they are not only ob- 
jects of the divine care, but have allo the com- 
paſſionate regard and affiftance of man on their 
fide; and that there are great numbers, who 
are both able and willias | to relieve them, and 
make it their ſtudy to find out the molt proper 
and efteciual ways of doing good. —And this 


employnient is not only a neceſſary, but a ve- 
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ry ornamental part of the Chriſtian liſe; they 
who do good to thoſe from whom they hope 


for nothing again, are entitled to the honour 
of being © children of the higheſt, ” Luke vi. 
35. — and Feb ſhined in no part of his cha- 
racter with more luſtre, than when he is re- 


reſented as “ a father to the poor, as eyes to 
P poor, * 


the blind, and feet to the lame, and cauſing 


the widow's heart to ſing for joy,” chap. xxix. 
12, &c. xxxi. 16, &c. 
As a farther comfort to the bes, we may 


juſt take notice, that ſuch proviſion is now 

made for them all by public Authority, that 
no one amongſt us can periſh for want of ne- 
ceſſaries, or need be tempted to uſe unlaw- 
ful means to ſupply their wants: they have the 


laws of man on their fide concurring with the 


laws of Gop. — But this proviſion is not to 


ſet bounds to our charity; they who are able 
muſt extend it farther, and bring in their free- 
will offerings : proper objects for the exerciſe 


of this virtue are numerous, not only public 


ones but ſeveral upon enquiry may be found, 


who mourn in private, and are affitited ; whom 
the charitable Chriſtian will make it his buſi- 
neſs to find out, and his pleaſure to relieve. 


Having now conſidered ſome few of the 


many ways by which Gop of his goodneſs pro- 
| vides for the bodily ſupport of the Poor; I 
| ſhall proceed to mention ſome of the ſpiritual 
good things which belong to them. 


1, In regard to your fouls — They were 


| breathed into you by the ſame Almighty POW] 
e chat Formed iy 19855 of the great and 
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mighty; and are in their own nature as nearly 
related to Go D, equally valuable, equally 
immortal, And Jeſus Chriſt the Captain of 
our Salvation, who is 10 reſp. er of per ſons, 
hath given himſelf “ a ranſom for all,” 1 Tim. 
ii. 6, Thus there is no difference betwixt 

one perſon and another, in their great and 
chief intereſts, The way to heaven is as free 
and open to you as to others; and the man- 
ſions prepared for you there (if you love Gop- 
and keep his Commandments) will be equally _ 
bright and glorious. - „ 
 24ly, Go has ſhewed his good- will in a 
particular manner to you, by declaring, that 

© he hath choſen the Poor of this world, rich 
in faith, and heirs of the kingdom of heaven,” 
James ii, 5. And the Poor are expreſsly 
mentioned, as having “ the goſpel preached: 
unto them,“ Matt. xi. 5. as was foretold by 
the Prophet; The Poor amongſt, men ſhall 
rejoice in the holy One of Iſrael, Ja. xxix. 
19.— Thus you ſer, that one great deſign of 
our Saviour's coming into the world, was to 
declare to the Poor the glad tidings of Sal- 
vation,” and make them partakers of the di- 
vine favours, * Bleſſed, ſays he, be ye Poor, 
for yours is the kingdom of GoD,” Lute vi. 
20, — And their low and humble condition, 
particularly diſpoſed them to embrace the goſ- 


pel, and become ſubjects of Go D's ſpiritual 


kingdom. J fp wow y OT, LS 
As it was accounted a great bleſſing to the 
Poor in our Saviour's time, to have the goſ- 
pel preached unto them; I may juſt obſerve, 
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that this bleſſing, by the : goodneſs of Gop, is: 
ſtill continued to you in this nation, where 
the goſpel is preached in truth and purity : : 
And if any have not rhe knowledge of End, it 
will be ts their ſhame, —as © all may know the 55 
Lord, from the leaſt 1 to the greateſt, ” Heb. 
viii. 11. 
3dly, The ſpiritual i improvement of the Poor 
among us, is very much advanced by the great 
number of Charity Schools, piouſiy defigned 
| for imparting 4n9wle4ge to their ſouls ; which 

is freely offercd them, © without money, and | 
without price,” — By this means, we hope, 
there are in moſt families of the Poor, pærſone 
who can read the holy Scriptures, and other 
Treatiſes publiſhed to promote Virtus and 

Religion; which, by the kind aſſiſtance of 

ſeveral charitable and worthy perſons, diſtin- 

guiſped by the title of Lhe Society for promoting 
Chriſtian Knowledge, may be purchaſed at 2 
very ſmall. expence ; thereby to encourage. 
pious Chriſtians to give them away, and re- 

| lieve the ſpiritual wants of their poor brethren, 

' —And chriſtian charity teaches us to be con- 
cerned for their everlaſting happineſs (which 
as much exceeds their temporal welfare, as 
eternity does time) to give our aſſiſtance, that 
they may be fed with „ the bread of life 3”? 
be © covered with the robe of righteouſneſs ; ; 
and cloathed with the ro of Salvation,” 
1ja. Ixi. 10. 

Ahh, It may not be i improper here to Ys 
ſerve, that as by our Laws proviſion is made 


that the Poor ſhall not periſh through extreme 
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want; ſo alſo by this method of Charity, they 
are like to receive much benefit in their reli- 
gious affairs, by being reſtrained from an- 


_ dering about, This will prevent ſeveral temp- 
_ tations to wickedneſs, which they would meet 


with in that way of life: They are by this 


means zlſo kept under the inſpection of their 
proper Teachers, and come more frequently 
to the public worſhip of GO Þ. — This helps 
to prevent that groſs ignorance in Religion, 
which too frequently pievails amongſt thoſe, 


who are biought up from their infancy with 


tlie trade of Begging, (a manner of life which 


there is now no neceſſity to make a common 


practice of) by which they become, I fear, 
too often as ignorant and wicked, as they are 


poor and naked: So tbat, as the Pſalmiſt 


expreſſes it, they are in danger of being 


« eftranged irom the womb; of going aſtray. 


as ſoon as they are born, and ſpeaking lies, 
Pſalm viii. 3, They have learned indeed 


the nume of Gor, and CHRIST, in order 
to move compaſſion in thoſe they apply to 
for relief; but it is to be feared, that many of 
them know as little of the true nature of the 

Chriitian Religion, or our Saviour's deſign in 
coming into the world, as if they did not live 
under the light of the goſpel. — That method 
then of providing for the Poor, which helps 


to advance their everlaiting, as well as pre- 


ſent welfare, muſt be looked upon as a well- 


deſigned charity, a great happineſs and ad- 
vantage to them. 
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J ſhall now proceed to offer ſome farther 


arguments for the comfort of the Poor under 
their preſent circumſtances. 5 


Fir/t, You muſt conſider, that Poverty 


and Riches are no certain marks either of 

_ Govp's favour or diſpleaſure ; ſo that no 
man knoweth either love or hatred by all that 
is before him,“ Eccl. ix. 9. or, God's love to 
the good, and hatred to 8 evil, are not al- 
ways viſible and evident by what happens to 
them in this life. This is plain from the caſe 
of Dives and Lazarus, mentioned in the goſ- 
_ the one, though forgetful of his duty, 


ad yet a very large ſhare of the good things 


of this world; the other, though religious, 
had his evil things, or a weight of human 


miſery, which very few experience in ſo ex- 
treme a degree. But this myſtery of Provi- 
dence is cleared up by the ſudden change 


which Death immediately made in their re- 
ſpective conditions. The poor man is ſet quite 
free from his pain and poverty, and his foul | 
| conveyed by Angels into a place of joy and 
happineſs; whiltt, on the other hand, the rich 
man finds himſelf confined in a place of tor- 


ment, where the remembrance of his former 


enjoyments muſt be an addition to his miſe- 

ry. — The bleſſed change of Lazarus's condi- 
tion, may be a ſufficient comfort to perſons 
in a poor and afflicted ſtate ; by aſſuring them, 
that if they go on in the oaths of Virtue and 
Religion, they ſhall by no means loſe their 


reward ;—* the expectation of the poor ſhall 


not periſh for ever,” Lal. ix. 18. but Go 
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will © provide ſome better things” for them. — 
and “ comfort them for the years wherein 


they have ſuffered adverſity.” — Though they 


now live in want and obſcurity, little known 


or regarded, yet the time is ſhortly coming, 


when it will appear to thoſe who made no c- 


count of them, that they are numbered a- 


mongſt the children of Gop, and their lot is 


amongſt the ſaints.” Wiſd. v. 5. 


Secondly, That Gop has ſuffered | his faith- 


ful ſervants to be frequently tried by diſtreſs | 


and afflictions in this world, is very evident 
from many remarkable examples recorded in 


Scripture ; we read of ſeveral righteous per- 


ſons, who had trials of bonds, and impri- 


ſonments ; were ſtoned, were ſawn aſunder ; 


who wandered about in defarts and mountains, 


being deſtitute, afflicted, tormented,” Hes. 


xi. 36. — What a variety of ſufferings did St 
Paul undergo! He was frequently, as he 


tells us, „in wearineſs and painfulneſs, in 


hunger and thirſt, in cold and nakedneſs,“ 


2 Car. xi. 37. — above all, I ſhould men- 


tion the great Captain of our ſalvation, our 


bleſſed Saviour himſelf, who was a man of 
forrow, and acquainted with grief:“ and tho“ 
the world was his, and the fulneſs thereof;” 
yet whilſt on earth! he had not where to lay 5 
his head, Matt. viii 20. — But to the com- 


fort of all faithful Chriſtians, he hath over- 
come the world ;” ſo that even under its afflic- 
tions they may © have peace, Foh.xvi.z3.—If 


they take his eaſy yoke upon them, and “ learn 


of him, they ſhall find reſt unto their ſouls,” 
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Matt. xi. 29. 


He came to teach mankind in 
general to be happy, by ſuch a way as every 


one has in his own power, if he will follow 


the divine inſtructions of his Maſter, Tho” 
perſons are under ſufferings, yet if Gop give 


them ſtrength to bear them, and afford ſuſfi- 


cient comfort under them, they cannot pro- 


perly be ſaid to be miſerable. — Thus St Paul 


declares, we are - troubled on every fide, but 


not diſtreſſed; Pete, but not in deſpair,” 


2 Cor, iv. 8. 
It does not by any means follow, from the 


inſtances above mentioned, that it is neceſſary N 
for every good Chriſtian to profeſs Poverty, 
or be in aMiction But we learn from thence, 


that perſons in ſuch a condition, are not to 
look upon themſelves as “ forſaken of Go p, 
or faint in the day of . Prov. xxiv. 
. 
If indeed in this Life only we bad bopes 


of happineſs, there might then be more room 
for complaint: But this Life is only to be con- 


ſidered as a place of trial and probation; a 


ſchool, to train us up for a future and more per- 


fect ſes ; ; a nurſery, from which we are to 


be removed i in a ſhort time to everlaſting ha- 
bitations; a ſtation, where we are juſt built, 

and fitted up, to be lanched into the im- 
menſe ocean of eternity. In whatever con- 

dition providence has placed us, we are to 
perform our part with care and diligence; and 


the greater trials or difficulties any perſons un- 
dergo, if they acquit themſelves like men, and 


hold faſt their n, the more glorious 


will be the victory, and the greater their re · 
ward. Thus the ſkill of the Pilot is moſt evi- 
dent in a ſtorm, and the courage of a Soldier 
in the field of battle. Bleſſed is the man 
that endureth temptation, for when he is tried 
(or approved by trial) he ſhall receive a erown 
of life, James i. 12. — Virtue fo approved, 
will yield a preſent ſatisfaction, as it has turned 
the difficulties of this life into ſo many tri- 
umphs. 

Thirdly, Thou gh Gov is ; infinitely good, 
yet as this life — chiefly deſigned for a ſtate 
of diſcipline, it does not therefore admit of 
perfect happineſs: Corrections, or ſufferings, 5 
may in ſeveral caſes be inſtances of G o D's. 
love, ſent either to reform the Vices, or prove 
and advance the Virtues of men; fo that his 
real kindneſs to them here ſhews itſelf by or- 
dering things in ſuch a manner, as may beſt 
conduce to their eternal happineſs hereafter. 
_ —Heaven is that Re and Inheritance, which 
Gop hath prepared for them that love him; 
the only place where we are to expect fulneſs 
of joy, and partake of the abſolute goodneſs of 

ob in a complete manner. 

Perſons, who are travelling to take poſſeſſion 
of an inheritance, which will afford them a 


| plentiful proviſion for their whole lives, will 


not be very uneaſy at the indifferent enter- 


| tainment which they meet with on the road, 


or the unpleaſantneſs of the country they 
' pals through, knowing that the preſent in- 


conveniencies Will ſoon be over: Nor will 


they for ſome ſhort gratifications in their 


Inſtructions for the Poo. 23 "I 


„ 
— * — 
3 4 — _— 


— — — 


ed Tnftruftions for the Poo R. 


= : 


journey, make over their title, or forfeit 


their right to the good things they are in 
Purſuit of; and become as Eſau, who “ for 
one morſe] of meat fold his birthright,” Heb. 
X11. 16, — In like manner we are repreſented 
in Scripture, as ſtrangers, pilgrims, and ſo- 
jJourners on earth; as having no continuing 
city here, but travelling to take poſſeſſion of 
a“ heavenly country, everlaſting habitations.“ 
Now the full aſſurance given in Go p's word 


to all good Chriſtians, of a glorious inheri- ; 


_ tance in heaven, may make them bear with 
patience the preſent difficulties which they 


may meet with in their paſſage thither; and 
comfort themſelves with the hopes of that 


infinite amends which will ſoon be made them. 
By conſidering that they are not now proper- 
Jy at home, they will learn not to be too 
anxious about laying up great and laſting 
ſtores for the ſhort journey of this life, which 
they can have no occaſion for; nor will 


they ſet their hearts ſo much upon temporal 


good things, as to be unmindful of ſecuring 
eternal enjoyments; and under any preſent 


evils, or calamities, they will remain “ ſted- 


faſt and unmoveable in their duty, always 
| abounding in the work of the Lord, foraſ- 
much as they know, that their labour ſhall 
not be in vain in the Lord,” 1 Cor. xv. 58. 
 Fourthly, This World has not improperly 


been compared to a Stage, or Theatre *, 


where mankind have their ſeveral parts al- 


lotted 


* See Epidtetui's Morals, chap, 23. . 
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lotted them by divine Providence: So that 
it is not the Station they are placed in, or the 

part given them to act, that will gain them 
the ęſteem of Gop; but a commendable man-. 
ner of performing it; or a proper behaviour, 
and ſuitable conduct in that character they 
bear, whether it be a high or low one. — As 
foon as Death cloſes the ſcene, and © the fa» 
ſhion of this world is paſſed away,” every one 
will be rewarded according to his reſpeQive 
. behaviour. Thus we find the poor deſpiſed 
Lazarus (whoſe © departure, in the _ of 
the unwiſe might be taken for miſery,” Wiſd. 
ili. 2.) by behaving himſelf fitly in the low con- 
dition he was placed in, gained the divine 
approbation, and was immediately advanced 
to heavenly enjoyments ; and being “ a little 
chaſtiſed, he was ſoon greatly rewarded ; for 
 Gop proved him, and found him worthy for 
- himſelf,” ver. 5. Whilſt on the other hand, 
the Rich man, (though perhaps much ad- 
mired by the common ſpectators, who are 
ſtruck with outward pomp and ſhew) yet be- 
ing defective in ſupporting his proper cha- 
racter, fell under everlaſting diſgrace, and 
was Caſt into a place of torment. — This re- 
preſentation of life Jets us ſee how little re- 
ſon mankind have to value themſelves upon 
account of riches, or worldly diſtinctions and 
| ſuperiority, which are all to ceaſe in ſo ſhort a 
time; when the ſhadow of death ſhall obſcure 
the greateſt worldly pomp, and the moſt 
„ powerful become weak as others, /a. xiv. 
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10.— Thus ſaith the Lord, Let not the wiſe 


man glory in his wiſdom, neither let the migh-  _ 


ty man glory in his might; let not the rich 
man glory in his riches : but let him that glo- 
rieth glory i in this, that he underſtandeth and 
knoweth me, Jer. ix. 23. and in this neceſ- 
ſary #nowledge, the Poor may giory as much as 

the Rich, = 
Thus we fee kind are FO in the 
chief Things, or in their ſpiritual and eternal 


intereſts; and that God values or diſeſteems 


them, not as they are Rich or Poor, but as 
they are good or evil. — The preſent diſtine- 
tions cannot outlive time; when this liſe 
ceaſes, they ceaſe with it: And nothing but 


the effects of our good or evil actions can 
| attend us, when we depart hence. FT hough hn 


one be made rich, and the glory of his houſe 
be increaſed, yet when he dieth he ſhall car- 
ry nothing away, his glory ſhall not deſcend 
after him.” Pfalm xlix. 16, 17. — As man 


c came forth of his mother's womb, naked 


ſhall he return,” Eccl. v. 15. There i is no 
diſtinction in the grave; the ſmall and 
great are there,” Fob iii. 19. not to be known 


\ from one another by any eſſential difference, 
but mixed together in one common heap of 


matter, till the general reſurtection; all re- 
duced to the ſame rank. as they are children of 
one common parent.** by whom came Death.” 
Happy indeed in their having a joint and equal 
relation to Him © who is the reſurrection and 
the life; who ſhall change our vile bodies, 

that they may be faſhioned like unto his glo- 
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nous body,” in that place where diſtinctions 
fhall be ſettled for ever, according to our re- 
ſpective behaviour in this ſhort liſGe. 

Fifthly, In the tranſitory ſcene of this world, 


we may obſerve that there are ſome parts 
more difficult to be well performed than 


others. Upon this view was founded Agur's 


| petition to Gop, © Give me neither Pover- 
ty nor Riches, leſt I be full and deny thee, 
and fay, Who is the Lord? or left I be poor 
and ſteal, and take the Name of my God in 
_ vain,” Prov. xxx. 9. Upon this account, 
our Church teaches us to pray for deliverance 
from danger, as well in time of Wealth or 
Proſperity, as in time of Tribulation. 


Riches are- indeed by no means hurtful in 


_ themſelves, it is only the abuſe of them that 
makes them become ſo. Gop for wiſe 
purpoſes hath appointed different conditions 
amongſt men. —<* He maketh Rich, and lift- 
eth up,” 1 Sam. ii. 7.—And they who © are 
rich in this world, may alſo be rich in good 
works, and lay up for themſelves a good foun- 
dation againſt the time to come,” 1 Tim. vii 
17. * Perſons of ſuperior Rank and Fortune 
have it in their power more than others, to 
be highly uſeful both to the bodies and ſouls 
of men, b 
examples; and become as ſhining lights ſet. 


y their charitable actions and good 


up to direct thoſe below in the paths of their 


duty, and induce them to g/:rify their Father 


which is in heaven, By well-doing they may 


perpetuate their felicity, but with infinite 
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Bing (as the choiceſt enjoyments of 
this life ſcarce bear any proportion to the per- 
fect joys of heaven ;) exchange their large 
poſſeſſions for an“ eternal inheritance;“ their 


worldly honours for % crown of glory that 


fadeth not away; their pleaſant dwelling- 


places on earth, for manſions in heaven, for 
Aa city, whoſe builder: and maker is Gon,” “ 
Hab. xi. 10. finiſhed by the infinite wiſdom 
of an almighty hand; concerning the beauties 
of which place, ſo many glorious things are 
ſpoken in the word of G o p. — And inſtead 
of the praiſe and applauſe of men, they may 
ſecure to thernſelves immortal honour, be- 
come * the children of the Higheſt,” and 


ſhine in a ſuperior ſphere, << as the brightneſs N 
of the firmament, and as the ſtars for ever and 


ever,” Dan Xii. 3. 


But- my buſineſs at preſent i is not to give 


directions for the religious conduct of the 


Rich and Great“, but of the Poor and Ne- 
ceſſitous: — You then are called to a trial of 
a quite different nature; but though Poverty 


has its ſeveral temptations, yet is it not in 


itſelf the neceſſary occaſion of any evil. — 
You muſt carefully guard againſt thoſe dan- 


gers you are molt liable to. — You have the 
| divine aſſiſtance to enable you to withſtand 


th 


— 


This hath been excellently done by the pious and learn. 


ed Robert Nelſon, Eſq; in his Addreſs to Perſons of Quality 
and Eſtate: And it is much to be wiſhed, that this book was 


in the hands of all thoſe to whom it is addretied. The men- 
tioning of it here will not be reckoned improper, as one great 


| : deſign of it was to promote the Good of the Poor, as well as 
the ee Interef of the Rich, 


— 
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the temptations which your Condition throws 
in your way; and your reward will be the 
more increaſed by reſiſting them: You may 
be as © rich in Faith” as any others, and have 
| ability * to work out your Salvation,“ and ob- 
tain a glorious inheritance in the next world. 
Sixibiy, As we are not to judge of Go p's 
love or haired to the ſons of men, by look - 
ing only on the Good and Evil which hap- 


pen to them in this world; we muſt there- 

fore take this life and the next into the ac- 
count, before we can make a true eſtimate. 
And upon a due repreſentation of the whole, 


what a ſhort and almoſt imperceptible part 
of our being, will the longeſt continuance 


here on earth appear to be, when compared 
with our future duration? Our life is re- 
preſented in Scripture as a vapour, a ſhadow, 
a ſpan, as the graſs and flower of the field; 

to put us in mind how inconſiderable it is, 


comparatively ſpeaking, even as nothing, in 


reſpect of eternity. The author of the Book 
of Wiſdom deſcribes the things of this world, 


as „ paſſing away like a ſhadow ; as a poſt. : 
I that haſteth by ; as a ſhip that paſſeth over 


& the waves, or as an arrow that is ſhot at 
« a mark; whoſe paths are not to be found, 


« as ſoon as they are gone by,” Chap. v. 9, 


&c.—Such repreſentations of life, and its en- 
joyments, were deſigned to teach perſons, 
that if they are in poſſeſſion of the good things 
of this world, they are not to fix their affection 
too much upon them, as being of ſo ſhort conti- 
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nuance; but be induced thereby to ſeek aſter 
thoſe everlaſting enjoyments which Goo 
hath prepared for them that love him. And if 


they are under afflictions of any kind, they 


are not to be much caſt down, as their ſuf- 


ferings cannot laſt long, and are “not wor- 


thy to be compared with the eternal good 
| things” they hope ſhortly to obtain. Thus 
_ * heavinefs may be endured for a night,” upon 
aſſurance that . joy will come in the morn- 
ing: Though this life be ſhort, or full of 


trouble, yet, to the comfort of all e a 
perſons, „the merciful goodneſs of the Lord 


endureth for ever and ever upon them that 


fear him,” Pſal. ciii. 17, ** Bleſſed are they 
that mourn, for they ſhall be comforted,” 


Matt. v. 4. if they make a religious improve- 
ment under the afflictions they are tried with. 


The withdrawing worldly enjoyments may 
be deſigned to teach us to purſue more ear- 
neſtly our ſpiritual and eternal intereſts, and 


s ſet our affections on things above.” Goo 
knows what is beſt for us in this ſtate of diſ- 
cipline ; and we know that * all things work 


together for good to them that love Gop,”. 
Rom. viii. 28. So that there is no condition 


in which Providence has placed us, but what 
we may improve to our real advantage, if it 


be not our own fault. 6 
Seventhly, We may juſt obſerve, that if 


we could weigh all things equally, the Rich 
and Poor would be found perhaps not to dif- 


fer ſo much in the degrees of worldly happi- 


neſs, as. is generally imagined; and that the 
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difference oftentimes conſiſted more in out- 
ward ſhew, than in real enjoyments of life. 

— Perſons in a low condition are free from 
ſeveral cares and fears, diſcontents and dan- 
gers, which the Great, the Wealthy, and the 
Ambitious are often liable to. Thus the lof- 
4 and ſtately towers, are frequently 
truck with lightning, or ſhaken with the ſtormy 
wind and tempeſt, whilſt the humble ſhrubs 
and Jow-built cottage remain ſecure below. — 
The great and wiſe King Solomon, in order 
to keep perſons of a low eſtate from diſcon- 
tent and envy, obſerves, that “ the ſleep of 
a labouring man is ſweet, whether he eat 
much or little; but the abundance of the rich 
will not ſufter him to ſleep,” Eccl. v. 12. 
And our Saviour, who beſt knew what was 
good for man, (Eccl. vi. 12.) aſſures us, that 
„ man's life conſiſteth not in the abundance 
of the things which he pollefleth,” Luke xii. 15. 
or that great abundance was nat a neceſſary 
ingredient to make up human happineſs, — 
And St Paul declares, that godlineſs with 
contentment is great gain, 1 Tim. vi. 6, — 
Thus our preſent happineſs, in many caſes, 
depends in a great mcaſure upon our o-] r 
prudent and religiuus conduct; and every 
one, with proper care, might have à greater 
{bare than he generally enjoys. 1 
But ſuppoſiug that there is a very great dif- 
' ference in the degrees of human happineſs, | 
and miſery, and that theſe things do not by 
any means fecm 3 to the reſpective 
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behaviour of people in this life; if the vir- 
tuous and good at any time fall under unavoid- 


able bardſhips and diſtreſſes; — or © the way 


of the wicked proſper, and they are happy 


who deal very treacheroufly,” Fer. xii. 1. — 
Such inſtances afford an undeniable proof, 
that there muſt be a time and place hereafter, 
when a Gop of infinite goodneſs and juſtice. 


will make a proper diſtinction between the 
Righteous and the Wicked; puniſh the one, 


and reward the other. Which great truth 
is fully declared to us in the holy Scripture : 


Ar the day of Judgment all difficulties will 1 
be cleared up, that may ariſe from the un- 
equal diſtribution of things in this life. 


Eighthly, It may not be improper to ob- 


| ſerve, that if perſons bring themſelves into 


Poverty or Diſtreſs through their own vices: | 
and follies, as by dleneſs, Drunkennefs, or 
extravagancy of any kind, they muſt not 


look on their Sufferings as Go p's appoint- 


ments, and charge his Providence with them, 


or by reaſon of their © own fooliſhneſs fret 
againſt the Lord,“ Prov. xix. 3. The evil 
things that happen to them, are not ſent as 
trials of their Patience and Virtue, but as pu- 
niſhments of their Offences ; or muſt be con- 
ſidered as the bitter fruit of their own wick 
edneſs and miſconduct, Thus we read, that 
„ the Drunkard and the Glutton ſhall come 


to poverty; and drowſineſs ſhall clothe a man 


with rags,” Prov. xxiii. 21, — that many 


ſorrows ſhall be to the wicked,” P/al/m xxxii. 
10. — and Fools, “ becauſe of their tranſgreſ- 
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ſions and iniquities, are afflicted, P/al. evii. 
17. — And upon inquiry we ſhall find, that 
many of the miſeries of this life, are in a 
great meaſure owing to ſuch cauſes; which 
is an evident proof of the folly and danger of 
3 Sin; and ſhould make perſons ſenſible of their 
3 Faults, and by this means bring them ſooner 
to amendment of life. V 
II. SEConDLY, I ſhall ſhew more parti- 
cularly how much it is the Duty and Intereſt 
of the Poor to ſerve and pleaſe Gop; and 
the great danger of neglecting to do ſo. 
You have no juſt grounds to hope, that 
vou ſhall be ſharers in the bleſſings proceed- 
f ing from Go p's Goodneſs, if you live in diſ- 
obedience to his commandments. It is not 
pour Poveriy, but your Virtue, that makes 
5 . properly objects of the divine care and 
love: And though the wicked may partake 
of many of the common benefits of Go D's 
Providence, yet it is more than they can rea- 
A ſonably expect; and they may in We mea- 
ſure be continued in the enjoyment of them, 
and alſo eſcape preſent puniſhment, for the 
ſake of the Righteous amongſt whom they 
live. Thus the Tares grew up with the goed. 
I heat, and received nouriſhment along with 
it for a time, till Harveſt came, when a pro- 
per diſtinction was made. And though this 
life was deſigned for a ſtate of trial, and not 
of rewards and puniſhments, yet Go p 1s 
| ſometimes pleaſed even here to manifeſt his 
_ Oiſpleaſure againſt the wicked: and we read 


. — — 


_ them, 
their bleflings,” Mal. ii. 2. — On the other 
hand, — that * < he bleſſeth the babiration of the 


juſt,” Prov. iii. 33. that “ the righteous ſhall 
be recompenſed in the earth, P; 


and “ Godlineſs is profitable to all things, 
- having promiſe of the life that now is, and Caf - 
that which is to come,” 1 Tim. iv. 8 —heſides, | 
we may obſerve, that as religious perſons are 


after death, not becauſe A was affli 
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in Scripture, that“ many evils and troubles | 
| ſhall befal them,” Deut. xxxi. 17. that their 


ins have withholden <* good things from 
Id. VA 25. and © Gop will curſe 


rv. Xl. 31, 


. moſt charitable; the Poor, who 
ive in the fear of Go D, will be conſidered | 


as the firſt and moſt proper objects of com- 


paſſion. — Thus, the fear of the Lord is wil- 


dom, in regard to the preſent advantage it 


brings, as it is the beſt means you can make | 
uſe of to promote your preſent happineſs in 


this life, and avoid many temporal evils and 
inconveniencies; but however, it will not fail 

to ſecure eternal enjoyments in the life to 
come: whereas wickedneſs cuts off all hopes 
of future happineſs in all degrees of men. — 

As the rich man, mentioned in the Goſpel, 


was not puniſhed in a futyre ſtate becauſe he 


had received his good things here ; ſo neither 


was Lazarus intitled to a place in Abraham 8 


boſom becauſe he had been poor, or received 


his evil things : — The firſt, if he had not 


made a wrong uſe of what he poſſeſſed, might 
have exchanged temporal enjoyments for e- 


ternal ones: — And the latter was 2 * . 
ed patty 
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but becauſe he behaved himſelf in a religious 
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and proper manner in the condition he was 
in; otherwiſe he might have been miſerable 
hereafter, as well as poor here.— He did nat, 
we muſt ſuppoſe, mu mur againſt divine pro- 


vidence, call in queſtion Gop's geodneſs, 
or uſe any unlawful meaus to free himſelf from 
| bps low condition; but put his truſt aud con- 


fidence in G0 D, hoping that in a ſhort time 
he ſhould be made partaker of the diving boun- 
ty and love; and that though he ſuffered in 


this life, yet in the life to come he ſhauld meet 


with a full recompenſe; fo. that though ** he 


was. puniſhed in the ſight of man, yet Wwas his 
hope full of immortality,” iſiam iji. 4. — 
| Gup was pleaſed to order it fo, that he ſhould, 


undergo a ſevere trial, to, make him. thereby. 


a more illuſtrious example of virtue, and that 


he might come out like gold tried and re- 


ſined in the furnace. — And it is an inſtagce 
to teach us, tl at Gan may ſometimgs ſuffer 
his faithful ſervants to undergo great hard- 

ſhips. and difficulties in this world. 5 


. 


When. our Saviour declares, ** Bleſlzd be 
ye Poor, for yaurs is the kingdom of Goo,” 
Luke vi. 20. it is only meant of the religious 
Poor, (and the words might be ſpoken with 
2 particular view to the diſtreſſed condition of 
the diſciples at that time. )— Thus then, by a 


neglect of your duty, you deſtroy your title 
both to Gop's preſent and future favour: If 
in your Miſery or Poverty you forget Gop, 
he will forget or overlaok you, and then are 


ye Par indeed; as. having uo comfors here, 
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or hopes of any enjoyments hereafter ; no- 
thing left, but the diſmal proſpect of eternal 
N EDS Ea oh 
For your better aſſiſtance in the perform-- 
ance of your Duty, I ſhall mention ſome par- 
ticulars which may be of more immediate uſe 
to you in the condition you are in. | _ 
/, You muſt remember to return thanks 
to Gop for his goodneſs and mercies towards 
you; for your Gade. Preſervation, and all 
the Bleſſings of this life; but more eſpecially 
for the ineſtimable ſpiritual Benefits which be- 
long to you, for the Redemption of your Souls 
by CRISVTH your Saviour, for the preſent 
means of Grace, and hope of Gloy here- 
after. — This is but a grateful and neceſſary 
return, and what Gop requires at your hands: 
Let all fleſh bleſs his holy Name,” P/alm 
cxlv. 21. All ye his ſervants, and ye that 
fear him, both ſmall and great, praiſe the 
Lord,“ Rev. xix. 5. As Chriſtians, ye muſt 
remember © to give thanks always for all 
things unto Gop and the Father, in the name 
of our Lord Jeſus Chrift,” Eph. v. 20. To 
give thanks to him, who hath made you meet 
to be partakers of the inheritance of the ſaints 
in light; tranſlated you into the kingdom of 
his dear Son; in whom you have redemption 
through his blood, even the forgiveneſs of 
your fins,” Col. i 12, 13. e 
And as the neceſſary ſupplies of life proceed 
from GoD's bounty, you muſt be careful to 
offer * conſtant prayers to him for your 
daily Bread : The Poor ought to be more par- 
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Auccularly diligent in waiting upon Go D, and 
= | beg that he would give them their meat in due 

ſeaſon; as their whole dependence is more im- 
| mediately upon him, and they have not much 
| beforehand for their ſupport ; nor can they | 
ſay with the Rich Man in the Goſpel, “ Soul, 

ſoul, thou haſt much Goods laid up for many 
years.” — When Go p openeth his hand, 
they are e filled with good; but when he hidetn 
his face, (or withdraweth his common, or 
cuſtomary bounty) they are troubled, 5 and 
are the firſt ſufferers. 
O.ur Saviour gives ſufficient encouragement 
do perſons to pray unto Go p for what they 
want, or is proper for them; ** Aſk, and it 
mall be given you; ſeek, and ye ſhall find. = 
If ye, being evil, know how to give good gifts 
to your Children, how much more ſhall your 

Father which is in heaven give good things to 

them that aſk him?“ Matt. vii. 7, &c. not 
only ſpiritual good things, but ſuch temporal 

Food things as are beft for them, 
2dly, As God is the“ Father of mercies, 

the GoDp of all comfort and conſolation,” 

2 Cor. i. 3. when you are under any trouble 

or temptation, you muſt fly to him for ſuc- 
cour ; beg that the cup may paſs from you, 
or that he will not ſuffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able, but will with the 
temptation alſo make a way to eſcape, that 
ye may be able to bear it,” 1 Cor. x. 13, — 
„That he would comfort and relieve you ac- 
&« cording to your ſeveral neceſſities, and give 
#6 you patience under your ſufferings, and a 
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2 happy iſlue out of all your afflictions.“ — 


« Is any among you afflicted, ſays St amet, 
let him pray,” Chap. v. 13,—<. Call upon me, 


| faith the Lord, in the day of trouble, and I 
will deliver thee, Pal. I. 15. — Our Saviour 
directs perſons © always to pray, and not to 


faint,” Luke xvili. 1, or not to be tired, if 


9 85 they do not mect with immediate relick — 
_— 


If thou faint in the day of adverſity, ſays 
King Solomon, thy ſtrength is ſmall,” Prog. 


XxXiy. 10. We muſt not ſet limits to Go p's 


will and pleaſure; but let our prayets ang en- 
deavours patiently attend the ſeafon thought 


Proper by divine providence, a be ſober, a nd by 


es to the end.” A | . 
You have many precedents, or forms of 
N drawn up ready for your uſe in the 

oly Scripture, eſpecially in the P/alms, (in 
which book you will find a great many pal- 


| ſages that will afford comfort to the iſtreſ- 
ſeq) you may ſay in the words of the Plalmiſt, 


« Bow down thine ear, O Lord, and hear 


me, for I am poor and needy.” — © Be merci- 
ful to me, and comfort the ſoul of thy fervant, 


for I will call daily upon thee: ſhew. mg a 
token for good, P/al. Ixxxvi. 1, &, * In 


thee, O Lord, do J put my truſt, let me ne- 

ver be put to confuſion; deliver me in thy 
righteouſneſs,” P/al. Ixxi. 1, &c. So may you 
hope, that the Lord, who is plentcous in 


mercy to them that call upon him, will 


anſwer you in the day of trouble, will hear 


Your prayer, and will help you,” And that 


Gop, © who comforteth thoſe that are caſt 


——— . — —ͤH - 
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down,” will comfort you alto, 2 Gor. vii, 6, 
and that you. d“ ſhall ſee the goodneſs of the 
Lord in the land of the living,” or in this pre- 


But then in order to mare your prayers 


| heard or ace pted at the throne, of (race, you 
mut be careul to live in obedience to God's | 
- commandments, for © Gop heafeth not fin- 
ners,” Jahn ix. 31. © If I regard iniquity in 
my heart, ſays King Dauid, the Lord will 
not hear me,” P/al. Ixvi. 18. that turn- 
eth away his ear from hearing the law of 
_ Ggp,even his ads Wy Wh K. 92, 
Prop. xxvili. 9. whereas © the prayer of ſhe 
upright is his delight,” Prov. xv. 8. He will 
| fuk the defire of them that fear him, he will | 
| hear their cry, and will ſave them,” Pſalq: | 
cxlv. 19, — Thus if you engeayour to qualify 
 yourlelves properly for putting up your Pett- 
tions to Gop, of iniogce your prayers by a 
religious and good life, to may you hope © to 
be ed. Pſal. xxxvii. 3. „ be ſupplied with 
| | Des the N proviſions of life; and that 0D 
3 © will not caſt you off in the time of old age, 
nor forſake you when your ſtrength faileth,” 1 
P/al. Ixx1. " "BY Cp „„ * 
| $69, As Chriſtians, ye muſt be careful |} 
to diſcharge the ſeveral parts of your holy | 
Profefſon to the beſt of your Power, as you 
find it deſctibed in the New Teſtament ; re- 
membering, that you baye not any title to 
{ the kiogdom of heaven by Nature, but by 
Grace; not zs you are Men, but as Chr. 
tiant. By nature man is ig a Weak, cor- 


— 
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rupt, and fallen condition; * all have ſinned, 
and come ſhort of the Glory of Gop,“ Rom. 
iii. 23. It is then through CHRISTH our Sa- 
viour that we muſt hope for Salvation; and 
they who are © without the knowledge of him, 
are repreſented as ſtrangers from the covenant 
of promiſe, and having no well-grounded 
hope, Eph. ii. 12. „Eternal life, we are 
aſſured, is the gift of GoD, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord,” Rom. vi. 23. 
But then the bare name of Chriſtians will 
not ſecure to us the glorious Privileges and 
Promiſes of the Goſpel. To a true faith in 
Chriſt we muſt add a conſcientious regard to 
all his Commandments ; and conſider, that he 
became © the author of ſalvation only to thoſe 
that obey him,” Heb. v. 9. Conflant dili- 
gence and induſtry are required i in order to 
£0 on to perfection, and excel in the Chri/- 
tian calling, as well as in any other: and 
though all perſons are not obliged to the like 
application in the purſuit of worldly buſineſs; 
yet all ranks and degrees of men are equally. 
concerned, to take care that their “ converſa- 
tion be as it becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt,” 
and diligently endeavour to work out their own. 
eternal ſalvation. This buſineſs no other per- 
ſon can do for them; and a due ſenſe of Re- 
ligion cannot be kept up in the mind, unleſs. 
perſons continue in a diligent practice of it, 
and ** exerciſe themſelves unto godlineſs, 
1 Tim. iv. 7. Without this care “ men of 
high and low degree walk in a vain ſhew, and 
ſpend their 2 for nought,” | 
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J Now, as our Saviour has done and ſuffer- 
cd ſo much for you, as well as for others, 
in order to redeem your ſouls, and make you 
capable of inheriting everlaſting life ; and 
hath alſo ſhewn a particular regard to you in 
this life, by honouring you with the title of 
Brethren, and making you fo far his Repre- 
ſentatrves, as to look upon the good done to 
you, as done to Himſelf : all this calls for the 
greateſt gratitude and love. You ſhould take. 
all the methods you can to ſhew yourſelves 
his diſciples in deed and truth, One thing 
that I ſhall more particulary recommend to 
your care is, your diligent attendance on the 
public worſhip of Go p, more eſpecially on 
the Lord's Day; by which means ye will not 
. only better underſtand your Chriſtian duty, 
 } but alſo publicly diſtinguiſh yourſelves as 
I members of the Body or Church of CHRIST. 
One day in ſeven is to be a reſt from your 
labour, but not an idle, unprofitable reſt. 
The day is to be ſanctified, or eſteemed holy, 
ſet apart more particularly for the worſhip 
of Go, and exerciſe of religious duties. In 
| the Old Teſtament, that man is pronounced 
_ bleſſed, who “ kept the ſabbath day from pol- 
luting it,” //aiah lvi. 2. who reckoned it“ 2 
delight, the holy of the Lord, not doing on 
that day his own ways, nor finding or pur- 
ſuing his own worldly pleaſure,” 7/azah lviii. 
13. Chriſtians then cannot think themſelves 
1 exempt trom the ſame religious care (though 
they are not tied to that ſtrict reſt which the 
pl Jes were to obſerve:) They muſt look upon 
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the Lord's Day as defigned and ſet apart for 
promoting their ſpiritual and eternal intereſt. 
And. they will certainly incur the diſpleaſure. 
of the Lord of the ſabbath, who neglect the 
proper duties of that day; or perhaps ſpend it 
to worſe purpoſe than any other part of their 
time; doing their own pleaſure on this holy 
day more than on any other day. If per- 
ſeons are to abſtain from their ordinary labour, 
that they may be the better enabled to ſpend 
the day in religious exerciſes; they are much 
more obliged to abſtain from their diverſiuns 
and pleaſures, which will indiſpoſe their 
minds for things ef a ſerious aud religious na- 
The children of J/rael, we read, were to 
be ſeverely puniſhed for the breach of the Sab- 
bath, Every one that defileth it {hall ſurely 
4 be put to death. That ſou] ſhall be cut off 
| BY from amongſt his people,” Exod. xxxi. 13, 14. 
| i And public Judgments are threatned againſt 
the nation upon this account, Fer, xvii. 27. 
[+ Though we live under a milder and more 
7”,  _ gracious diſpenſation than that of Maſes, yet 
01! BY are We obliged to go on to greater perfection 
19 im Religion and Godlineſs than the Jets 
vere; and a wilful neglect of any part of our 
luty, expoſes us to eternal puniſhment in a 
lite to come. And thole Chriſtians who miſe 
_ employ the Lord's Day, and “ farſake the aſ- 
ſembling of themlelves together, as the man- 
1 ner of tome is,” Heb. x. 25. cut themſelyes 
115 off from the ſociety of Gop's Church and Peo- 
1 ple here, and are in danger of being eternall7 


— — 
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cut off from the bleſſed ſociety of Saints and 
Angels in the world to come. . 
131 is fit and neceſſary then, that one part 

of this day ſhould be ſpent in joining with 
our Chriſtian Brethren in the public Wor- 
ſhip of Gop, in paying our “ vows unto the 
Lord, in the preſence of his people, in the 
courts of the Lord's houſe,” P/al, cxvi. 18,19, 

The regarding it in this manner, is what all 
faithful Chriſtians muſt think themſelves obli- 

ged to; and they who are unconcerned about 
this duty, or ſpend their time idly, whilſt 
others are employed about things of the great- 
eſt importance, act quite inconſiſtently with 
the character of a Chriſtian, and their con- 

duct admits of ho excuſe, Nor is it enough 
to appear now and then at the public Wor- 
1 ſhip, juſt as it ſujts your fancy or leiſure; 
you muſt make it a conſtant practice, unleſs 
you have ſome very neceflary reaſon for your 
abſence. Nor Kee, you think that this 1% is 
any real hindrance to you in procuring your 
daily bread; as Gop has appointed it, He 
can and will bleſs your Jabour the more on 
the other ſix days of the week; and if ye 
employ it otherwiſe than as He has ordained, 
your endeavours will rather bring a curſe 


than a bleſſing: and we are told, that they 


who went out on the ſabbath day to © gather 

manna, found none, Exod, xvi, 7 

1 A religious attendance on the public Wor- 

Hip will be a good means of leſſening the 
weight of your poveriy, or affliction, by be- 

ing there admitted wo converſe with Gon, 
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and come more immediately into his preſence 
for, „where two or three are gathered toge- 
ther i in his name, there is he in the midi? of 


them,“ Matt. xviii. 20. Here your minds will 


be filled with comfortable hopes of eternal 29:4 
things to come. And your preſent low con- 


dition will give you little uneaſineſs, when 
you have your thoughts employed on that 


ſtate, where every one in a ſhort time Hall 


be ranked in ſtations of honour or contempt, 
| happineſs or miſery, in proportion to their 
good or evil behaviour in this life, and ſhall 
remain fixed in them to all eternity. This 


holy reſt on the Lord's Day may put you in 


mind of entering into that heavenly and ever- 
Taſting © reſt, which remaineth for the people 


of Gop,” Heb. iv. 9. where there ſhall be 
„no more ſorrow and pain, but a full enjoy- 
ment of thoſe pleaſures which are at G o p's 


right hand.” King David, we find, when 


under perſecution, repreſents it as the moſt 
grievous part of his ſufferings, to be deprived 


of the comfort of going to the houſe of (30D. 
My foul thirſteth for GOD: when ſhall I 
come and appear before Gop ?” P. xlii. 2. 


In other places you are looked upon as of 
a lower and inferior rank, and perhaps with 
contempt, by perſons who judge by outward _ 
appearances, and worldly circumſtances ; but 


in the Church, or Aſſembly of Saints, Pſalm 
IxXxxix. 7. the Rich and Poor meet together 
upon a level ; and God, who is the“ Maker 


of them all, ” Prov. xxii. 2. and 4e no reſpect · 
er of perſons,” is equally attentive to their 
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prayers. They are now to be conſidered as 


brethren joined together in unity of affection, 
all worſhipping the ſame Gon, and with one ac- 
cord, and one mind, making their common 
ſupplications unto Him. They are drawn 
into mutual communion and fellowſhip, as 
they are members of the ſame Body, of which 


_ CHaRisrT is the Head, and have the ſame. 


hopes of being admitted into the bleſſed ſo- 
CTiety of Saints and Angels in heaven; and 
may in one ſenſe be ſaid to © fit together 
in heavenly places in Chriſt Jeſus,” Eph. ii. 6. 


Thus you fee how many ſtrong inducements 


you have to perform this Chriſtian Service; 
and may be aſſured, that your prayers and 
praiſes are as acceptable at the throne of 
Grace, as thoſe offered up by the Great and 
 Vealthy ; and will aſcend without diſtinction 
amongſt the « prayers of Saints, as a grateful 
| Incenſe to Gop,“ Rev. viii. 3, For the ſame 
Lord over all is“ rich unto all that call upon 
him,” Rom. x. 12. Beſides, as a preſent en- 
couragement to this duty, by a diligent and 
religious performance of it, ye will become 
more immediate objects of human compaſ- 
ſion and aſſiſtance: thoſe who are of ability, 
will have their hearts more particularly en- 
larged to their poor brethren, engaged with 


them in the ſame pious work; as they are 
_ aſking for themſelves much greater favours 


at Gop's hand. Thus the lame man, who 
was miraculouſly cured by St Peter at the 
Temple, attended there to alk alms of uch as 


1 
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46 2 for the Poon. 


came to perform their devotions ; imagining 
that Charity and Pieiy met together. 
When Tobit is directing his Son to give 
8 alms according to his abundance,” he puts 
in this caution, but give nothing to the 
wicked,“ Tobit iv. 16, 17. As thinking per- 


haps, that they would make an ill uſe of it; 


or that they might be ſooner reclaimed from 
their ſin and folly by ſuch a diſtinction. 
_ Chriſtians indeed, as they © have opportunity 
are to do good to all men, but more eſpecially 
to them who are of the houſhold of faith,” 
Gal. vi. 10. -— The unthankful and the evil, 
when in diſtreſs, are not wholly to be paſſed 


by; but the religious poor are firſt to be regard- 


ed: and they whoſe converſation is unbecom- 
ing the 22 of Obriſt, and who rarely or 

never aſſemble themſelves with their Chriſtian 
brethren in public worſhip, can ſcarce indeed 
be faid to belong to the houſhold of faith, 

As to the excuſe which ſome perſons make, 
that they want proper apparel to appear in on 
fuch occaſions, this is a very weak one, and 
_ diſcovers a ſecret pride of heart; if they take 
care to © put on Chriſt,” Gal. iii. 27. be 
« clothed with humility,” and other Chriſtian 
graces ; they will have on the wedding garment, 
which will render them acceptable in the ſight 
of Gob, whoſe favour is the firſt thing to be 
regarded : The ornament moſt valuable in his 
ſight, is © the hidden man of the heart, in 
that which is not corruptible,” 1 Pet. iii. 4, 
or an upright mind and pious affections. 
Our reaſon will indeed teach us, that a de- 
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cent neatneſs in attire is well becoming thoſe 
© who go to the houſe of Gop with the voice : 
of joy and praiſe,” P/al. xlii. 4. But perſons 
muſt carefully beware of all pride upon account 
of their dreſs or apparel ; nor value themſelves 
or deſpiſe others upon ſuch trifling and in- 
_ conſiderable differences: for by ſuch behaviour 
they deftroy the proper defign of appearing 
there, and will be reckoned amongſt the 
I proud, whom Gor reſiſteth,“ James iv. 6, 
And the ſame Apoſtle tells che Chriſtian bre- 
thren. how wrong it was to reſpect perſons the 
more for coming into their aſſemblies in goodly 
apparel and gay chathing ; ; or eſteem the poor 
man the leſs for appearing in“ vile raiment,“ 
James i ü. 1, He. 
At, Vour condition alle you to exercifh 
the duties of Patience, Contentment, and 
Submiſſion to the will of Gop. How re- 


markable was the pious reſignation of Job, 


: when he was reduced even to the loweſt ftate 
of human miſery, from the heighth of pro- 
ſperity (which muſt make his trial and afflie- 


tion ſtill greater 3) “ Naked, ſays he, came 
I out of my mother's womb, and naked ſhall 


I return thither,” (or to the ground upon 
which he was juſt then fallen.) *The Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away; bleſſed 
be the name of the Lord,” Fob i, 20,21. And 
this religious behaviour was the means of re- 
| ſtoring him again to his former proſperity. 
Humble yourſelves, ſays St James, in the 
ſight of the Lord, and he-ſhall lift you up,” 
James i iv. 10. He vill remove your afflictions, N 


— 
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or elſe give you ſtrength to bear them, and 
improve them to your everlaſting advantage. 
As an inducement to Contentment in your 
condition, you muſt conſider, that Gop go- 
verns the world by his providence. Though 
by nature all are equal, yet are there wiſe rea- 
ſons for appointing a difference in their pre- 


ſent outward circumſtances. All men are 


from the ground. yet in much knowledge the 


Lord hath divided them, and made their ways x 


diverſe,” Ecclus. xxxiii. 10, 11. He mak- 
eth poor, and he maketh rich ; he bringeth 
low, and lifteth up,” 1 Samuel ii. 7. The 
different conditions amongſt men tend to the 
better government and order in human af- 


fairs: Some are to rule, others muſt obey, and - _ 


be ready to perform ſeveral neceſſary offices 
in life, which contribute to the eaſe and hap- 
pineſs of thoſe above them; ſo that they help 
and aſſiſt each other: And by this ſubordi- 
nation the good of ſociety is advanced, and 
its peace preſerved. The body politic, or 
civil ſociety, may fitly be compared to the 


body natural; which, as the Apoſtle obſerves, | 


L is not one member, but many;“ differing 
in office and dignity. Gop having © ſet the 
members every one in the body, as it hath 
pleaſed him. And the eye cannot ſay to the 
hand, I have no need of thee ; nor again the 
head to the feet, I have no need of you,” 


Cor. xii. 17, &c. As GoD hath ſo appointed. 


that there ſhould be different degrees and ranks 
in life, for the good of the whole; thoſe placed 
3 . 
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in the lower ſtations muſt act with prudence, 


and due decorum or fitneſs, in the place aſſign- 
ed them by the ſupreme LoRD and diſpoſer 


of all things. They muſt not be envious at 
the condition of thoſe placed above them, but 
behave themſelves lowly and reverently to all 
their betters; — Render to all their dues: 
tribute to whom tribute is due, cuſtom to whom 
cuſtom, fear to whom fear, honour to whom 
Honour,“ Roy. xiii. 7. and do their duty care- 
fully in that ſtate of life unto which they are 


called; not murmuring, becauſe providence 


did not aſſign them a higher ſtation in the 
body. Wo to him that ſtriveth with his 
Maker,” /a. xlv. 9. Shall the thing formed 
ſay to him that 01 it, Way haſt thou made 
mee thus?” Rom. ix. 20. And the Rich and 
Poor, by a ſuitable behaviour in their reſpective 


Nations, will hereafter be made joint partakers 


of the kingdom of heaven, where there will 

be a perfect harmony and union of ſouls. In 
that fulneſs of joy” which abounds in the 

preſence of GoD, there will be enough for 
all; fo that there can be no room for envy or 


8 


As the Goſpel enjains the duty of Content- 


ment, ſo does it teach and enable perſons to 
attain this virtue. Our Saviour encourages the 


Poor to look for food and raiment from the hands 


of their heavenly Father, by directing them to 


conſider his care for the fowls of the air, and 


the flowers of the field : Shall he not much 
more cloath you? Are ye not much better than 


xo Iuſtructions for the Poor. 


they?“ You muſt indeed obſerve the condition 
upon which the promiſe is built; “ Seek ye 
firſt the kingdom of Gop, and his righteouſ- 
neſs; and all theſe things (viz. the neceſſary 
ſupplies of life) thall bis added unto you,” — 
T herefore, ſays he, “ take no thought for your 
life, what ye ſhall eat, or what ye ſhall drink, 
nor yet for your body, what ye ſhall put on: 
ls not the life more than meat, and the body 
than raiment ?” Matt. vi. 25, Sc. As Gon 
of his Goodneſs beſtows upon man the great 
bleſſing of Life, he will not deny him what 
is neceſſary to ſupport it ; but © will give him 
bread to eat, and raiment to put on,“ Gen. 
xxviii. 20. When our Saviour ſays in this 
place “take no thought for this life, (agreeably 
to which St Paul adviſes his Chriſtian brethren, 
to © be careful for nothing ;” but in every 
thing to let their © requeſts be made known 
_ unto Gon,” Phil. iv. 6.) people were not 
hereby forbid to take due care for the neceſſa- 
r:3f life; only direfted not to be too anxious 
about them, or fa“ doubtful mind,” Luke 
xii 29 — If they uſed the proper means in 
their power for their ſupport, they were not 
to be diſtruttful of Go D's care and providence. _ 
he beſt way we can then take to advance 


our pretent happineſs is, to copy aiter St Paul's _ 


example, who had learnt (by what the Chril- 
tian Religion taught him) “ in whatever ſtate 


he was, therewith to be content; how to 


juffer necd, as well as abound,” Phil. iv. 11, 
Ee Bo Having food and raiment (ſays the 
tame Ap file) let us be therewith content,“ 
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1 Tim, vi. 8. And he ſhews at the ſame time, 
the great danger of being too intent upon the 
things of this world, or reſolving at all ad- 
ventures to have a large ſhare of them; and 
that by ſuch purſuits many have erred from 
the faith, and pierced themſclves through with 


many ſorrows,” ver. 10. And he hath not 


only taught us, that “ godlineſs with con- 
tentment is great gain,” 1 Tim. vi. 6, but 
he fully knew, by experience, the ſweet de- 
light and laſting peace of mind which it 
afforded. Contentment properly ſignifies a 
kind of ſufficrency within ourſelves ; it teaches 
perſons to reſt ſatisfied in the enjoyment of 
ſuch * things as they have,” Aeb. xiii. 5. to 
rule their will, to keep their appetites and de- 
ſires within due bounds, not letting their 
thoughts run out after ſuch things, as in their 
preſent circumſtances they can have no rea- 
ſonable hopes of obtaining. And it is a vir- 
tue, or ſteadineſs of mind, not to be acquired 
without a due knowledge and love of Gop, 
and partaking of the joys and comfortable ex- 
pectations flowing from religion. It is not in- 
conſiſtent with the duty of Chriſtian Content- 
ment, for perſons to uſe prudent and lawful 
means to remove any difficulties they are un- 
der, and endeavour to better their condition, 
or worldly circumſtances, for their own more 
comfortable ſupport, and that they may have 
the ple aſure to give to him that needeth, 
Eph. iv. 28. But if they fail in the attempt, 
they are not to murmur and repine but learn 
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to © ſubmit themſelves to Goo, and ſay upon 
all occaſions, The will of the Lock be done, 
Als xxi. 14. It is the LoR p; let him do 
what ſeemeth him good,“ i Samuel iii. 1 8. 
They muſt not “ caſt away their confidence 
(upon account of their preſent wants or neceſ- 
fities) knowing that in heaven they have a 
better and an enduring ſubſtance,“ Heb. x. 34. 
Aas religion requires a eh-arful dependence 
on Gop, ſo does it enable perſons to preſerve 
it in the worſt of circumſtances. I am he 
that comſorteth you, faith the Lord: Who 
art thou that thou ſhouldſt be afraid?“ 1/a:ah 
li. 12, © In the multitude of ſorrows that I had 
in my heart (ſays the Pſalmiſt) thy comforts 
0 Lord, have refreſhed my ſoul,” Pjalm 
xciv. 19. St Paul bids the Diſciples under 
| perſecutions and ſufferings, « rejoice in the 
Lord always,“ 5. iv. 4. And they are en- 
couraged to thi behaviour, by being put in 
| mind, that thei: ** converſation, and great 
expectations, were in heaven,” chap. iii. 20. 
How remarkable was the holy confidence of 


the Prophet, who declares, . Although the 


fig-tree ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſhall fruit 
be in the vines; though the fields ſhall yield 
ho .meat, the flock be cut off from the Fold, : 
and there ſhall be no herd in the ſtalls : yet 


will, rejoice in the Lord, and joy in A 


Gor of my falvation,” Hab. ili. 17, 18.— 
My fleſh and my heart faileth; but Gop 
Is the ſtrength of my heart, and my poropy 
| for ever,” Bſaln lu xlii. 28. | 
The Golpel teaches us to 406 rejoice mm. 
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hope,” Rom. xii. 12. If at any time we are 


deprived of the outward bleſſings of this life, 


et are we to comfort ourſelves with the 


thoughts of Go p's Goodneſs, truſting that in 
due time he will remove the uneaſineſs or. af- 
flictions we labour under, and will ſupport us 
in the mean time, if we call upon him for help, 


So that in worldly affairs, religious Hope is a 


15 remedy againſt Deſpair: In our ſpiritual con- 
cerns, it is an“ anchor of the foul, both ſure 


and ſtedfaſt.“ Heb. Vi, 19, 
Saint Paul fays, We »lory in tribulation | 1 


knowing that tribulation worketh patience, 
and patience experience (or a proper trial of 


our Virtue and Sincerity ) and experience 


hope, Rom. v. 3, 4. Thus Chriſtians are 


taught to 7ej0:ce even in ſuferings, as theſe may 


be inſtrumental in promoting the great end of 


their Hopes, viz eternal Life. And a proper 


behaviour unde thoſe trials may give them a 


good degree of lurance concerning their Fu- | 
ture Happineſs. We muſt obſerve, that the 


work of righteouſn;/s, or obedience to Gop's 
_ commandments, is the only foundation upon 


which we can build the pleaſing Hape, and 


comfortable Aſſurance of Gop's favour. — 
Ihe hope of the righteous only ſhall be 
e ; but the expectation of the wicked 


all periſh,” Prov, x. 28. The hope of 
the ungodly is like %, that is blown away 


with the wind, like the thin frol that is dri- 


ven away with the ſtorm, or ſmoke diſperſed 
here and there with a tempeſt; but the fe- 
0 5 


54 AJnſiruftions for the Po o R. | 


| ward of the righteous is with the Lord, and 
| the care of them is with the moſt High,” ” 
Wild. Y. . 

Thus all good Chriſtians may make them- 
ſelves eafy in this life, becauſe they hope to 
de happy in the life to come, They will not 
de much diſcompoſed with the ſtorms they 
meet with, as knowing they will quickly be 
blown over, and that they ſhall enter into a 
| Joyful harbour at laſt. And tho' the © waves 
are mighty, and rage horribly ; ; yet the Lord 
who dwelleth on high, is mightier.” The 
_ clouds and darkneſs they are under, will ſoon 
be diſperſed by the brightneſs of that glorious | 
day which will ſhortly He upon them; and 
this aſſurance will afford them that Hoare | 
which the world cannot give.” 
Thus a true belief of the Goſpel, ad @ 
| ſuitable practice, is the beſt remedy for thoſe 

that mourn in Zion (as the Prophet Iſaiab ex- 
preſſes it) to give to them beauty for aſhes, 
the oil of joy for mourning. the garment of 
_ praiſe for the ſpirit of heavinel(s,” Iſai. Ixi. 3. 
Which deſcription relates to the Goſpel ſtate, 
and the great Zleſhn, rs thlat attend 6 
Sthly, Ne difficulties or hardſhips muſt at 
any time teinpt You to uie unlawful or diſ- 
honeſt means i order to remove them, It 
was part of Au- s prayer to GO p, that he 
might not fall into poverty; leſt, ſays he, 
be poor, and ſteal,” Prov. xxx. 9. This 
then is a temptation you are particularly to 
guard againſt, No perſons amongſt us can 
de under any neceſſity of relieving their wants 
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by wrong or ſinful means; or be Real to ſa- 
tisfy the foul when it is hungry,” Prov. vi.30. 
They may have neceſlary ſupplies, either from 
their own honeſt induſtry, or the compaſſion- 
ate aſhſtance of good Chriſtians, who will be 
- _ to help them; or, if other proper me- 
thods fail, they may apply to thoſe who are 
appointed by the Laws to ſee that the Por be 
kept from ſuffering by any extreme want. 
And if they ſometimes mcet with hardſhips for 
the ſake of ma; taining their integrity, ſo 
much greater is tae virtue, and the more 
| glorious wil! be their future reward; and 
their own conſcience, in the mean time, will 
be a kind of perpetual feaſt : It will comfort 
and carry them on with a kind of triumph 
thro' the difficulties which oppoſe themſelves. : 


„[The work of righteouſneſs ſhall be peace; 


and the effect of righteouſneſs, quietneſs 
and aſſurance for ever.” But if perſons uſe 
wicked mcans to "free themielves from their 
neceſſities; wilfully aft:ont that Gop from 
whom all bleſſings flow; „ foriake Him, the 
fountain of living waters, and hew themſelves 
ciſterns, broken ciſterns that can hold no 
water,” Jer ii. 13. and “ cover with a co- 
vering, but not of GoD :” to ſuch we may 
properly apply the words of the Prophet; 
„ durely theſe are poor, they are foolith : for 


they know not the way of the Lord, nor the 


Judgment of their Gov,” Fer. v. 4. By re- 
nouncing their dependence on God, they be- 
come : indeed of all men moſt e 1 hey 

| C4 . 
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can expect little enjoyment in this life, nor 
can have any hopes of a better condition in that 
Which is to come; ſo that no ſtate can be more 
uncomtortable than that of vicious poverty. 
It is your duty and intereſt then, to ſet Go 


always « before your eyes; to be in the fear 
of the Lord all the day long: for ſurely there 


is an end, and thy expectation ſhall not be 
cut off,” Prov. xxili. 17, 18. You muſt con- 
ſider, that! the eyes of the Lord are in every 
place, beholding the evil and the good,” 
Prov. xv. 3. And there is no © darkneſs, 
where the workers of iniquity may hide them- 
| ſelves,” Fob xxxiv. 22. God ſees the moſt 
private wickedneſs, and will puniſh perſons 
for it. If ſinners at any time entice you 


to join with them in any diſhoneſt practices, 
conſent you not.” If they propoſe profit and 


advantage thereby, and ſay; „We ſhall find 


precious ſubſtance, and fill our houſes with 


ſpoil: Walk not thou in the way with them; 
refrain thy foot from their path,“ Prov. i. 


10, Cc. Reſolve to anſwer them in the words 


of the Pſalmiſt: Depart from me, ye evil- 
doers; for I will keep the commandments of 
my Gop,” P/al. cxix. 115. The following 
ſevere denunciation might be ſufficient to de- 
ter any perſons from this evil practice, namely, 
& the curſe of the Lord of hoſts ſhall enter in- 
to the houſe of the thief: and remain in the 
 midfſt of it, and conſume it,” Zech. v. 3,4. or 
bring the inhabitants of it utterly to ruin. And 


this indeed we find moſt commonly verified. 


Perſons guilty of this fin generally live in a 
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i poor and miſerable manner, without any com- 


fort in themſelves, or pity from others; nay, 
they often bring upon themſelves puniſhment, 
a ſhamef $7 death, as the bitter fruit or 
rene of rh tranlgreſſion; and what is ſtill 
more dreadful, without due repentance they 
will fall under che eternal diſpleaſure of Go. 
And as zdleneſs is often a temptation to diſho- 


} neſty, the Apoſtle directs perſons not to be 


„ flothful in buſineſs,” Rom. xii. 11. that 
„with quietneſs they work, and eat their 
own bread,” 2 75%. iii. 12. Let him, 
ſays he, that ſtole, ſteal no more; but rather 
let him labour, working with dis own hands 
the thing which is good, that he may have to 
give to him that needeth,” Epb. iv. 28. Gop 
commonly gives a blefling to an honeſt in- 
duſtry; © profpers the handy work of the di- 
ligent;“ fo that they not only oftentimes free 
themſelves from want, but even dernen ca- 
pable of relieving others. | 
6thly, You muſt not be tempted to A 
uſe of any Falſbood in your words, in order to 
free yourſelves from any preſent difficulties; 
for ſuch behaviour is highly offenſive to a Gop 


of truth and faithfulnels. “ Lying lips are 


abomination to the Lord; but —— hat deal 
truly are his delight,” Prov, xi. 22. And as 


Chriſtians, we are frequently admoniſhed in 


the Goſpel to beware of this fin. It will be 
your wiſdom to refrain from it, even in regard 
to preſent advantage; for it generally deſtroys 
in the end thoſe very deſigns which perions 
Cs 
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would accompliſh by it, viz. their profit and 


intereſt. When perſons guilty of this practice 


are diſcovered (as they ſoon are by thoſe who 
converſe with them) it ruins their character 


and credit, and people decline dealing with _ 


them: If they are poor, they will not be truſt- 
ed; as their word is not to be relied upon 
(even perhaps when they mean ſincerely) be- 
cauſe they have been often, known to falſify 

it; and by this means they may be frequently 

brought to great ſtraits and-difficulties. Truth 
is then the ſafeſt way people can take to pro- 
mote their worldly intereſt ; and though con- 


trary practices do ſometimes ſucceed, yet do 


they often fail, and bring on great inconve- 
niencies. So true is the obſervation of King 
Solomon, The lips of truth ſhall be eftabliſh-- 
ed, but a lying tongue is but for a moment, 
Prov. xii. 1. f „„ ny 
'7thly, In regard to your behaviour, let it 
be humble and modeſt. When we conſider 
the imperfection and corruption of human na- 
ture, and tlie fhort duration of any worldly 
ſuperiority ; it is evident that “ Pride was not 
made for man,” Ecclus. x. 18. and that Hu- 
mility becometh perſons placed even in the 
higheſt ſtations; but it is more particularly 
ſuitable to thoſe in the loweſt rank of life, — 
And this behaviour will gain you the eſteem 
and approbation both of Gon and man. — 
+ T hough the Lord be high, yet hath he re- 
ſpect unto the lowly,” Pſalm cxxxviii. 6. 
« Learn:of me, faith our Saviour, for T'am 


_ meck and lowly,” Matt. xi. 29. as knowing 
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this temper was neceſſary for the practice or - 


ſeveral Chriſtian virtues. - And the “ poor in 


ſpirit (of every degree) are declared to be bleſſ- 
ed; for OY is the kingdom of heaven,“ 
Matt. v. 3. 
As to thoſe who are duced to the neceſſity 5 
of being c/tanily ſupported by the Alms of 
their Chriſtian brethren, a modeſt behaviour, 
accompanied with thankfulneſs, certainly be- 
comes them, and is due to thoſe whom Gop _ 
of his Goodneſs has appointed to take care of 
them in their diſtreſs. By this means the 
proper ſupplies will be adminiſtred to them, as 
to perſons of the ſame © family; not grudging- 
y or of neceſſity, but with a chearful and rea- 
dy heart,” 2 Cor. ix. 7. Such a conduct will 
allo tend to the intereſt of the Poor; as it 
will help to ſecure a continuance of that re- | 
lief appointed by human laws (which are 
changeable) or increaſe it, where it is found 
neceſſary. And when the, poor are relieved. 
this way, or by the private benefactions of 
| Charitable Chriſtians, they muſt employ: What 
they receive iu a proper and prudent manner 
to neceſſary and fitting purpoſes. So may they 
the better hope for the like favours again ; 
and that Gop will influence the hearts of thoſe 
who have it in their power to do good. 
It may not be improper juſt to obſerve, 
that they who live on th: labours and induſtry | 
of others, 0 ought by no means to be carcieis 
or idle themſelves ;. but be diligen: in doing 
what they are Weg to do: and this will keep 
them trom Nane away weir Ll me unprofitabiy 6 
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or ſinfully; from * wandering about ſrom 


houſe to houſe (as St Paul complains of ſome 


idle perſons) by which they are in danger of 
becoming tatlers, buſy bodies, ſpeaking things 
which they ought not,” 1 Tim. v. 13. The 

| ſame Apoſtle, in order to keep perſons from 
< walking diſorderly and idly, commands, 

that if any would not work, neither ſhould ne 


eat, 2 Theſſ. iii. 10, They who were able 


to work, were not to expect maintenance 
from the labours of others. Thus we ſee peo- 
ple are obliged, both by duty and intereſt, 


„to labour duigently and truly to get their 


own living.“ 


But the poor and infirm ſhould not loſe any | 


opportunity of advancing their eternal intere 


Tho? their hands be too feeble, through age 


or infirmities, to ſupply themſelves with the ne- 
ceſſaries of this life; yet are they able © to 
work out their falvation, and labour to enter 
into the reſt prepared for the people of Goy,” 
- Heb. iv. 11, to go to CHRIST, and © drink 
of the rivers of living water,” to which he fo 
kindly invites all, (John vii. 37, &c.) and 


taſte of the bread of life, which cometh. 
down from heaven,” John vi. 33. And if the 
ſoul has little or no inclination to things of this 


nature, it is an evident proof of a great and 


dangerous indiſpoſition in it. My ſoul, 
ſays King David, thirſteth for Gop,” Pſalm | 
xlii. 2. Bleſſec are they which hunger and 


thirſt after righteouſneſs ; for they ſhall be 


filled, Matt. v. 6. The deſires of their fouls 
{hall he: ſatisfied. It ought to be the particu- 
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lar pleaſure of the Poor, to get an intereſt in 


Gon; who is able to comfort them in their 
preſent diſtreſs, and hath promiſed hereafter to 


wipe away all tears from their eyes, and pre- 
paare unſpeakable good — for all thoſe that £ 
love Him. 


Bthly, In regard to your converſation, ar: - 


common diſcourſe : As all men muſt give an 


account to G0 p for every iale, or vain, and 
wicked word “ that they ſhall ſpeak, and 
be juſtified or condemned by their words,” 
Matt. xii. 36, 37. this ſhould make you ſet 
| a watch over your mouth, keep the door of 
your lips,” (Pol. cxli. 3. ) and be careful, that 
no © corrupt communication proceed out of 
your mouth,” Eph, iv. 29.—How inconſiſtent 


then with the character of a Chriſtian is that 


wicked cuſtom of profane Oaths and Curſes, 


too common amongſt many of the lower rank 
of life, as well as thoſe above them F Swear 
not at all, ſays our Saviour; but let your com- 


munication be Yea, yea; Nay, nay; for 


whatſoever is more than theſe cometh of evil,” 


Matt. v. 34. Affirm or deny things in your 
common converſation, without any Oaths or 
Curſes; for ſuch like language cometh of evil, 

or that 900 One, viz. the Devil, as the word 
may properly be underſtood. As there can 
be no temptation to this ſin by any profit or 
pleaſure which it yields; it may be looked 


upon as proceeding more immediately from 


the iuggetion or influence of that evil One, and 
ſo is a 


5 poople let their pailions carry them too far, 


in of a deviliſb nature indeed. When 


— 
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by which means they are off their guard; 
and want words to give vent to the violence 
of their rage; the Tempter watching ſuch op- 
portunities, prompts or ſupphes them as it 
were with what they are to ſay ; ſo that they 
. oftentimes go on fluently in profane language. 
 And-this ſeems to be the caſe alſo with many, 
when off their guard by drunkenneſs, or the 
violent purſuit of ſome kinds of gaming and 
diverſions; “ Then do they cloath themſelves 
with curſing like as with a garment,” Pſalm 
cCix. 18. how ſhocking, is it to hear them, per- 


haps, utter ſcarce any thing elſe but profane 
Oaths! All this may be.looked on as a kind of 


diabolical inſpiration. (the language of Hell) 
_ oppoſed. to the divine influence of Gop's holy 
Spirit, and to every thing that is ſerious and 
religious. So that in one ſenſe ſuch perſons 
may be ſaid to be delivered to Satan, to be 
under his power, or in his poſſeſſion; and 
the tongue to be ſet on fire of hell, and to 
be full of deadly poiſon,” Fam. iii. 6, This 
wicked practice may be looked upon as part 
of the overflowings of ungodlineſs, committed 
out of madneſs and folly, and done as it were 
for wickedneſs fake; and the perſons guilty 
of it ſhould ſeriouſly conſider whom they here- 
by reproach and blaſpheme,. and “ agaiaſt 
whom they exalt their voice,” //a. xxxvli. 23. 
even againſt the great GoD of heaven and 
earth, who © will not hold them guiltleſs.“ If 
by our words Wwe ſhall be condemned, and by 
corrupt communications the Spirit of Gon 
is grieved,” Eph, iv, 29, no kind of words can 


practice is highly blameable in all, and ad- 


mits of uo excuſe; it is a kind of aggravation. 


of the guilt, for the Poor to profane that holy 


Name of Gop, to affront Him by whole 


bountiful hand they are immediately N 
Some of theſe. things are mentioned here, 


rather by way of caution, than as a direct or 


general accuſation : «« F ſpeak not this to con- 
demn you,” 2 Cor. vii. 3. I would not add 


to the affliction of any of my poor brethren, 
by laying to their charge things they are not. 


guilty of: There are ſeveral, I do not doubt, 


who paſs the time of tht ir ſojourning here in the | 
true “fear of Gop, looking for that bleſſed _ 
hope, and the glorious appearing of the great 

80, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt,” Titus 


Nl. 13. 


forbear doing ; but you are to be careful to 
perform all other parts of your duty, to“ ab- 
Hor that which is evil, and cleave to that which 
is good, and endeavour to adorn the doctrine 
of Gop your Saviour in all things.” Poverty, 


or a low condition, does not ſet perſons at li- 
berty from any part of their duty. As Gon 


„% hath commanded no man to do wickedly, 


ſo neither hath he given any man licence to 
fin,” Ecclus. xv. 20, ** There is no reſpect 


of perſons with the Lord,” 2 Chron: xix. 7. 


But © he that doth wrong, ſhall receive for die 
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de of a more dangerous conſequence than 
thoſe we are ſpeaking about. As this evil. 


I have now pointed out to you particularly : 
ſome things you are to do, and what ye are to 
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| wrong he hath done,” (whether he be bond or 
free) Col. iii. 25. We muſt all appear before 


the Judgment: ſeat of CHRIST. I faw, ſays 


St John, the dead, ſmall and great, ſtand 
before Gob, Rev. xx. 12. The plea of ig- 
norance, or not underſtanding their duty, will 
ſtand no one in any ſtead now, as we live un- 
der the light of the Goſpel ; where the eartn 
is full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the ſea,” Iſa. xi. 9. And Wiſ- 
dom uttereth her voice publicly, threatening 
thoſe who “ ſet at nought her counſel, and 
Night her reproofs, to laugh at their calamity 
when it cometh upon them, Prov. i. 20, 
c. Thus you ſee what an uncomfortable. 
condition all ſuch bring themſelves into, 
through a negle& and contempt of Go p's 
laws; and it perſons oppreſſed with poverty, 
live alfo wickedly, they cannot ſo much won- 
der at what befals them, or reaſonably hope 
for any great ſhare of bleſſings from that Gop 
who“ hateth all workers of iniquity.” They 
may conſider alſo, that the more Religion 
prevails in the world, the greater regard will 
be paid to the Scripture ; which is a divine 
Charter, confirming many grants and privi- 
leges to them, to make their condition in this 
life more comfortable, as was obſerved before. 
Now if any human laws ſuit our particular ad- 
vantage, we ſhould act moſt unadviſedly by 
ſhewing a ſlight or contempt of them ourtelves, 


and by this means bringing them into diſ- 


_ eſteem, as much as we can, by our own care- 
leſs practice. „ 


» . 


may give it upon what terms He pleaſes; ff 
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But the moſt powerful argument to deter ; 


people from a wicked life, is the conſide- 
ration that ſuch a courſe will bring them. 
into a ſtate of eternal miſery. If men are 


caſt down by worldly diſtreſs or affliction, and 


their ſou! upon that account diſquieted within 
them; though they may hope that their trous 


ble can be of no laſting continuance, and that 
Gop will “ lift up the light of his counte- 


nance” upon them; this dr/quizted condition 


ſhould make them conſider, how diſmal the 
ſtate of thoſe muſt be, who are plunged in 


_ everlaſting ſorrow, to whom is reſerved the 
_ blackneſs of darkneſs for ever, Which thought 
| ſhould put them upon uſing their utmoſt en- 


deavours to eſcape ſo dangerous a condition. 


The greateſt ſufferings in this life are as no- 
thing in reſpect to the eternal miſery of the 
Soul. Fear not them, ſays our Saviour, which 


kill the body, but are not able to kill the ſoul; 


but rather fear Him, who is able to deftroy 
both ſoul and body in hell,” Matt. x. 28. r 
make them everlaſtingly miſcrable. Who can 
think of that dreadful ſtate, without comin 


to a full reſolution to ſecure themſelves from 
it by a conſcientious diſcharge of their duty! 
Thus you ſee it is a matter of the greateſt im- 
portance to take care of the Soul, or provide 


for its eternal ſafety, ** Incline your ear, and 
come unto me (faith the Lord) and your foul 


ſhall live,“ //a. Iv. 3. 
As God is the author of eternal life, and 
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He had commanded us to do ſome great and : 
difficult thing, would it not have been our 


| Joyful ſhould we then be, and thankful to 
Go, when we find the way to fo much 
happineſs is ſmooth and pleaſant ; that his 
_ Commandments are not grievous, but his Laws 
- boly, and ju/t, and good; and his ſervice per- 
fe freedom, conducing to the preſent, as 

well as to the future good of mankind! _ 
The Poor, one might think, ſhould be more 


and to ſecure “ that good part which:ſhall- 
never be taken away from them,” Luke x. 42. 
ſo that after the travel which Gop hath given 
them to be © exerciſed withal, and the fer- 
and evil days of their pilgrimage are over, they _ 
may come to that reſt and inheritance which 

the Lord hath promiſed, and have their hea- 


comfort, we may. juſt obſerve, that Poverty 

is ſo far from being any ſhame or diſgrace, that 
thoſe perſons are the proper objecis of the love 
of Go p, and of all good men; who being 
under Poverty, or diſtreſs of any kind, ſup- 
port themlelves by a holy &nfidence or reli- 


unmoved, whilſt the ſwelling waves dath a- 
gainſt it: who conſider their condition as ap- 
7 7 555 them for wiſe ends by the ſupreme 
Diſpoſer of all things, and therefore behave 
with a ſuitable ſubmiſſion and conduct in that 
mation they are placed in; looking up with an 


eye of faith to thoſe good things in a life to 


wWiſdom and intereſt to have done it? How © 


particularly careful to ſerve and pleaſe Go, 


vineſs turned into joy,” And for their preſent _ 


gious truſt in GoD; and ſtand like a rock, 


. 
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with the proſpect of that glorious Prize which 


is ſet before them; hoping that they ſhall ar- 
rive at Jaft at the heavenly Jeruſalem. where 
they ſhall ““ hunger no more, nor thirſt any 
more, but be led to living fountains of waters; 
where God ſhall make them drink of the river 
of his pleaſures, and wipe away all tears from 
their eyes.” Such like thoughts keep their 
&« ſouls in patience ;.and having nothing, they 
may yet be ſaid, with the Apoſtle, to poſleſs 


all things,” 2 f = vi. 10. 


To conclude: Let the Goodneſs and Love 
of Gop induce you to ſerve and pleaſe Him: 
Let the conſideration of advancing by theſe 

means your preſent and eternal comfort and 
_ Intereſt, prevail upon you to live“ foberly, 
righteouſly and godly in this preſent world; 
and tho' you have no great ſhare in the good 


things of it, yet 1emember, that you are in- 
titled to a glorious and eternal inheritance in 


the world to come. If with Lazarus you 
| have taſted the Hic ions, or evil things of this 
life, this ſorrowful experience ſhould teach 
you, as it did him, to uſe your utmoſt dili- 
| gence to obtain the eveilaſting enjoyments of 


the next. And they who will not be won 


over to their duty by theſe hopes, haye ſuf- 
ficient reaſon to be deterred from fin by the 


fear of Go p's eternal wrath againſt all thoſe: 


Who do evil.” As our Saviour, in his ſtate: 
of humiliation here on earth, vouchſafed par- 


67 
come, which Gop hath prepared for all them 
that love him;“ and going on with religious 
courage through this vale of miſery, ſupported 
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ticularly to own you for his brethren ; let it be 
your ſtudy and. ambition to keep up your in- 
tereſt and acquaintance with Him, by letting 
your converſation be as becometh the Gos 
pel: fo will he not be aſhamed of you; but 
when He ſhall come in his glory, and all his 
holy angels with Him, ye ſhall find yourſelves: 
poſſeſſed of that honourable title, be included 
in the number of the bleſſed children of his 
| heavenly Father, and become heirs of that 
kingdom, which is expreſsly promiſed: to the- 
Poor who are rich in faith,” Fam. ii, 5. As 
2 pe parts in life are appointed you by divite- 
_ Wiſdom and Providence, ſtrive that ye may 
excel in them, and by that means gain the ap- 
probation of the Almighty, and be advanced 
to everlaſting honour and glory. As Gop has 
delivered unto you talents, for the true uſe of 
which you muſt be accountable to Him, ſay 
not in your hearts, The Lord will not require 
it; (remembering the ſevere puniſhment of 
the unprofitable ſervant, who having received 
but one talent, hid it in the earth, and gained 
nothing with it, Matt. xxv. 25.) but let your 
duty and. intereſt put you upon improving 
_ diligently what you have received; that your 
great Lord and Mafter, when he ſhall come 
to judge the world, and give to “ every man 
according as his work ſhall be,” may pronounce 
to each of you, Well done thou good and 


5 faithful ſervant; thou haſt been faithful over a 


few things, I will make thee ruler over many 5 
things: Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.“ 
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A PRAYER for the conſtant 72 f 
Es the Poor. 
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V Almighty Lord and moſt merciful Fa- 122 
ther, the Gop of all comfort and con- 
ſolation; who haſt promiſed in thy holy word 


to take the poor and needy under thy divine 
care and protection, and haſt made them par- 


takers of many bleflings in common with o- 


thers; who haſt alſo of thy Goodneſs, not 


only implanted in human nature a diſpoſition 


to acts of pity and compaſſion, but haſt more- 


over expreſsly commanded that thoſe who have 


it in their power to do good, ſhould be willing 
to diſtribute to fuch as are in neceſſity ; which 
duty thou haſt been pleaſed to inforce by many 
inviting promiſes. and ſevere threatenings. — 


For thoſe evident manifeſtations of thy love 
to the Poor, they are bound to offer thee' 


thanks and praiſe; but more eſpecially for the 


ſpiritual and eternal good things beſtowed upon 
them, as thou haſt breathed into them immor- 
tal ſouls, and made the way to 3 fal-.-.: 


vation as free and open to them as to others. 
Grant, O Lok p, that I, thy unworthy 

ſervant, may have a due ſenſe of thoſe great 

and ineftimable benefits, and may make it my 


Chief buſineſs to ſecure an eternal inheritance _ 


in heaven. 'Teaci me to look upon this world 


as a place of trial, in order to fit and prepare 


me for. a future and eternal ſtate; and enable 
me to bear with patience the troubles or ſuffer⸗ 
ings which may at any me befal me, and to 
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turn them to my real advantage. Seeing that 
this life is ſhort, and as nothing in reſpect to 
eternity, and that the ſufferings of it are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory which 
ſhall be imparted hereafter to all good Chriſ- 
tians; let this perſuaſion ſupport and comfort me 
in my fojourning here on earth, and keep me 
ſtedfaſt and immoveable in my duty. Give me 
power to withſtand thoſe temptations which my 
condition makes me moſt liable to. Let no dif- 
ficulties put me upon uſing diſhoneſty in my 
actions, or falſhood in my words: But endue 
me with wiſdom to fear thee, and look upon 
thy diſpleaſure as the greateſt of evils ſeriouſly _ 
to conſider thou art a Gop of righteouſneſs and 
truth, who ſeeſt and knoweſt all things, ven 
the very thoughts and intents of the heart, and 
wilt by no means clear the guilty. As we 
muſt alſo he called to an account for every idle, 
or vain and wicked word, make me careful 
to ſet a watch over my mouth, ſo that no 
corrupt communication may proceed out of it, 
And ſeeing thou haſt for wiſe reaſons ap- 
pointed that there ſhould be different. ranks 
and degrees amongſt men, grant that I may 
behave myſelf in a fit and proper manner to 
thoſe who are placed above me; not be 
_ envious at their condition, or murmur becauſe 
- providence hath not allotted me a higher ſta- 
tion; but be careful to do my cuty in that 
ſtate of life unto which | am called, and by 
that means obtain thy divine approbation ; to 
make a due improvement of whatever is com- 
mitted to my truſt, remembering the ſevere 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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puniſhment of that ſervant, who having re- 


_ ceived but one talent, gained nothing with it. 


Let the eye of thy moſt gracious Providence, 


O Lord, be evermore over me; give me ſuch 
things as thou ſeeſt moſt convenient for me, 
and teach me to truſt in thee at all times, and 


in whatever ſtate I am therewith ta be con- 


tent; to ſeek in the firſt place thy kingdom 
and righteouſneſs, hoping that the neceflary 
| fupplies of life ſhall be added. * 


| Make me atfodiligent in my buſineſs, work- 


ing with my hands the thing which is good, 


and give a blefling to all my honeſt endea- 


| 

1 

| 
l 
1 
45 
1 


vours: And if things ſucceed not according to 


my deſires or expectations, grant that I may 


poſſeſs my ſoul in, patience, and upon all oc- 
caſions ſay, Thy will be done; be careful to 


work out my eternal falvation, and endea- 
'þ vour to make myſelf eaſy here, with the ex- 
peclation of being happy hereafter. a 


l offer unto thee alſo, O Lok p, my hearty 
thanks for thy Goodneſs and Love to me; for 


my creation, preſervation, and all the bleſſ- 
ings of this life; but above all, for thoſe great 


and ſpiritual benefits which I am intitled to 
through Chrift my Saviour : — And as he be- 
came the Author of eternal ſalvation only to 
thoſe who obey him, and we mult all, both 
ſmall and great, appear before his judgment- 


ſeat, to give an account of our actions, grant 
that I may be careful to fecure my ſalvation, 


by adding a ſincere obedience'to a true faith, 


and be enabled by the gracious aſſiſtance of the 


holy Spirit to © abhor that. which is Evil, and 


— — — OO — 
— —— — go —— wy 


111 


72 I 4 Prayer for the ; Poo R. 


cleave to that which is good; to live ſoberly, 
Tighteouſly, and godly, in this preſent world, 
and adorn the doctrine of GOD my Saviour | 
in all things.” — In whoſe bleſſed name and 

cds: I conclude my imperfect prayers, 5 
in 

"0 Our Father which art in heaven, Kc. 5 
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